aibly proved from expreſs 


Arguments deduced thence [ 


eings are by and for him 
are all ſubjected to Him. 
Overeign: As allo t 
Angels to be Com 


Glory; and the Peculiarity of the 
Relation between Cxxts,r and — 
._whoſe Nat in an'e 


ſum'd: And the Glory, Bleſſings, 1 
of 2 they were 


A brief View of the Fall of of Angels and Men, as reſale? z4 
ing from the Will of Go p, as well as from the Mu-. 


tability of the Creature, in a f to 
nifeſtation of Divine Glory. 8 8 


4 2 f 21. * * * 2 f * 

* 8 br nts fa 8 Se * N 25 2 * OE 
." = Fo : 2 r * 2 7 jo - , ** WER IF 

** TIE — * ; n 

* * wo - - - — 4 
** 975 ES 7 A r 7 
gt "# , : # 
2 7 * * g > 5 a 
- 
* 3 * 
TT DL : Y 4 
1 N * 
4 * g 7 . 


7% 
7 1 : ” 
+ * ow . FR, ＋ * *. 4 = * 2 
1 4 ? 0 x * 2 WE + V4 -2 
; . co 
* * 
ma 5 * * — © —— — wy ae IS — * 2 8 PRI 1 Ca F 
* — ET" Tg . — — 2 4 
* # 7 8 8 * — 
54 9 E % LEES 3 I „ . i * * Aa. 
| EA C th & 2 


\ 
* * S 5 
. 3 * ® |. + 
9 8 4 * 1 
4 3 ; - 


d 6 


7 : & - 6 y E : ö 0 IF — : 1 * 


| Precedency and Pre-eminenc' 
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P Ro POSITION I. 

IS the fole and peculiar G | 
* þ , the infinite' eternal Weg 1 
; that, as abſolutely confider= 


ed, he 3s no Image-being, 

I but the original ſelf-exiſting, - 
| er onnatitts 7 ufficing, — * 
ing Gry and Felicity. I EE 
There are feveral Imas Les 
no Image to him; ſevera e f his 
glorious PerfeRions, but no Copies. of the 
TT 
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\ and is bis own Son, in «whom he eternally t 
Hollis his «wn Perfections, Excellenctes, ani 
een feen. 
Oiur finire Minds or Spirits contemplate | 
_ _ themſelves in an internal Image, which is 
| begotten in a ſpiritual manner by them, 
and is intimouſly one with them; but this 
Image being finite, fading, tranſient and 
variable, is no ways a Meaſure of the Nature 
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Glory which ſhines from Eternity in him. 
. *Fhe Wiſdom, Power, Love of the infi- 
nite God is no Derivation, Tranſcript, 
Emanation, or ſecondary Glory; but is 


its own Fountain, Fbundation, Subſiſtence, 


Duration; and neither hath Image before 
it ep which it ſhould be conformed, nor 
Image after it perfectly conformable to it. 


His Eternity excludes all Thoughts of any 
Precedency of Glory to his, and his Infini- 


ty excludes the Pollibility of Equality to 


PRO POSITION II. 
. Bo 


_ Thong b God, as an #ternal Bling, could 
F have no preceding Image of his Glory, yet 

ir part of his Glory, as an infinite etermt 
Mind and Spirit, to have an infinite eternal 
Image of himſelf within his own Being, eve- 
ry way anſwerable and equal in Glory unto 


Fimſelf; which 
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and Glory of the eternal Image God dk 
of himſelf, within himſelf ; but can only 
| ſerve as a dark Shadow, Similitude, or Re- 
ſemblante, to illuſtrate what is infinitely 
myſterious to us. But that he hath ſuch an 
eſſential Image of his own Perſon, is what 
Reaſon cannot juſtly oppoſe, and Revela- 
tion obliges us to bellen And this Image 
is his — Word, of I we read ſo 
glorious a Character, John i. L, 2. wherein 
we lee this Word is a divine N who 
is God, is with God as the inſeparable 
Image of his eternal Mind, and equal with 
God; how elſe could he be God? Thus is 
| he called his Son, the Brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's Glory, and expreſs Image of bis Per- 
Jon, Heb. i. 3. where the Apoſtle deſcribes, 


not the Goſpel, or the Doctrine of Chr, 
or Chrift as Man only; but ſets forth what 


he is in Himſelf, and was from all Eter- 
nity. This is that Image whefein the In- 
finite God has and enjoys the eternal Plea- 
ſure, Delight and Solace of all that mani- 
told, immenſe, invariable, vital Beauty and 
3 Glory, which is his Being and Bleſſedneſs. 
This is that Image which, being ſo equal 
to him, eſſential with him, is infinitely 
complacential and ſufficient to ſatisfy, with- 
out all created Images whatever. This 
glorious Image 1 is no more diſtinct from his 
Ws. than the Thought from the = 
-".- —_ 
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den of his G 
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whilſt Eh it; Sis the Beams from 


the Sun whilſt ſhining forth; nor ſo remote. 


nor ſeparable neither; but is God himſelf, 


eſſentially communicating himſelf within 
himſelf in the manner of an infinite Spirit; 


which ſurpaſſes the Meaſures a finite Mind 


is capable of making of it, or comprehend: 


ing when made out in Words unto it. 
PRrRorosITION III. | 


. God hath this infuite 1 inſepa: 
rable Image of himſelf "in bis Son, 2 as an 
almighty and all-wiſe Mind, he can raiſe up 
In g the Images of all T, hings his glori. 
ous Perfections can give Being to, and diſe 
Play themſelves in; and can ordain which of 


thoſe Images he wills to an actual Being and 


Exiſtence. 


Through the FAY a Glam of his Pos 


| fections he is able to diſplay his own Glo- 
ry, and make it ſhine without himſelf by 


a creating Will and Power. As there are 


infinite Poſſibilities to him, he can frame 
the Images of all theſe poſlible Beings, and 
contemplate them in himſelf ; and contem 
plating them in himſelf, according to the 
infinite Liberty of his Will, he can ordain 
any ſuch Image, ſet up in his Mind, to 
have actual Exiſtence and Being, as a Sha⸗ ; 
GP, and. a Die of his 
Fer 
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W Se ; for be calleth the Things that ars 
not as though they were. And this is the 
difference between all created Images and 
his Son, who is his eternal Image : Thoſe, 
antecedently to his Will and Power, hu- 
manly conſidered, were but poſſible; but 


his eſſential Image of himſelf is a Being asg N 


neceſſary as himſelf, and he could no more 
be without it than without the Sight of his 
on Glory, which he doth behold in this 
eternal intimate Image of his own Perſon: 
This Image then is neceſſary, and all elſe 
are voluntary; yet ſince God, in all his 
perfections, is from Eternity without 
Change, tis ; conſonant to his Glory to con- 
ceive, that as he eternally knew what Ima- 
ges he could ſet up, ſo he Beg, EE 
what deren be called into Dog. 


P RO Pos 171 ON ww, _ 11 e 
7 boa it was thus val to tho inflates 8 
God, to frame within himſelf what Image. 


. of his Glory he pleaſed, and having framed 


them in himſelf, to call them into Being ; yet 
he being 775 nitely happy in himſelf, and inf 
nitely delighted in his oun eternal, eſſential | 
Image, could have no Motive to give Be- 
ing to any Image whatſoever without bim 


ſelf, but that Pleaſure and Delig »bt- be hath | b 
in 1 gun Glory, as beheld in That eternal 
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Image of bimfalf 3 in bis . or which FIR | 


15 his 

He wanted no perfection, having u in E 
| himſelf ; he wanted no Pleaſure, viewing MW to: 
all in his Son; he needed no other Image, W bu 
he needed no | other Glory. Twas fove- Cc 

reign Pleaſure thea which only moved the 

Lord to deſign or ordain any Creature-Ima- 
ges, Rev. iv. 11. For thy Pleaſure they are 
and were created. Yet was it not meer ſo- 
vereign Pleaſure, | but a ſweet delightful 
Pleature, raiſed by the Delight of God, in 
 beholding himſelf in his Son as his Image ; 
ER cle was the Lord leaſed and ſolaced 
with the Sight of his Glory, as eternally 
before him in his eſſential Image, that this 
Sweetneſs moved him to de a another 
kind af ß e- Glory without himſelf, 
which, 5 infinitely leſs bright chan 
the 3 wigs, his Son, yet being a Reſem- 
blance, a Diſplay, a Ray of his Glory, 
might be grateful to behold. Thus we 
may, to ſpeak in a human manner, conſi- 
4 der this Matter, as if God had aid : Here 
iss my Image within my ſelf, and in Oneneſs 
| with me; here I bave ſuct Setis 1 De- 
Tight and Pleaſure; Will it not be ſome Plea- 
ure if I put forth my Power, and frame 
ſame created Images, in which my Glory. 
that ſhines in my Son, may ſhine in another 
Manner? Wall it nat be 6 6 Delight to behold 


my 
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y e in the Works of my Hands, and 1% 
| | mf 5 Wiſdom, 3 2 Goodneſs in the 
Effects they cun produce ? Not that I mean 
to ſay, there were ſuch Reaſonings in God, 
but that, in our Way of reaſoning, this 
Conſideration may be look'd on as. the 
Foundation or Motive to God, to create 
and give Being to Images of his Glory with- 


VPP 


. 


eternal Image, which moved God to ſet up 
and the Abundance of that Satisfaction and 


Pleaſure. And this hi of ſets. out the 
Glory of the Son of God, that we are not 


| theirs alſo, upon the Account of the Plea- 
ſure of God in him his eternal Image: So 
that all Things are for him, as the moving 


| with the Father, 
ProPostTION V. 


Phat the Lord's Delight in his own eſſenti 
_ Glory, as beheld in his eſſential eternal Image, 


Being of any created Tmages ; jo we muſt 
FP” SS 


— — 3 << 


out himſelf. It was not then the Want of 
Satisfaction and Solace in his Son, as his 


created Images of himſelf, but the Fulneſs 
Delight he had; twas not Neceſſity but 
only ſaved on his Account, but have our 


Image- being, and all Things elſe have 


Reaſon, as well as the nal End, jointly | | 


As we may juſtly and reaſonably concerns, | 
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iſe: ly Ade au acknowledge, that his 
Son was his Image as de 2 — purpaſing the | 
| Exiſtence of thoſe external Images of himſelf, 
Jo that he Sy the Images of all defined 
Beings and ſhadowy Exiſtences in the All com- 
prebending Image of his Son. 5 
He could not be the perfect Image of 
Goc, if he were not his Image as to his 
Purpoſes and Deſigns, as well as with re- 
ſpect to his eſſential Glory. God exiſting 
_ eternally, beholds his own eternal Glory in 
Huis eternal inſeparable Image. God pur- 
F poſing from Eternity, beholds all his Pur- 
. poſes as immediately exiſting in his Son. 
He beholds his own Glory in him, as real, 
actual, infinite, united; he beholds his 
own Purpoſes in him, as wiſe, good, holy, 
unchangeable, harmonious. He beholds 
the Images in which this Glory is to ſhine 
Forth, as in an intire, perfect, uniform, uni- 
1 verſal, unalterable Platform and Exemplar. 
s | The Purpoſes of God, though free and vo- 
Iuntary, yet being eternal, are not as Acci- 
dents in him, nor like the vaniſhing 


| ſay, All that is in God, is God; toſhewhow 
nearly his Purpoſes, as well as Perfections, 
| are reciprocated with his Eſſence. And the 
| Reaſon is, becauſe it cannot be ſuppoſed or 
thought, he could exiſt as a Being of infi- 
nite Luouledge, and not know all that ah | 
- | | PO 2 
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Thoughts of Men. Hence tis common to 
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poſſible; or of Wiſdom, and not actually. JF 
determine what of thoſe poſſible Things 
ſhould be in their times. Hence, though Þ} 
upon the account of his infinite Liberty he 
might will the Exiſtence, or Non-exiſtence. | 
of this or that poſſible Idea or Image; of 
this or that Thing, of what nature ſoever̃ 
yet becauſe of his infinite Knowledge, Wiſ- Þ} 
dom and Power, he cannot be conceived AÞ 
to have been ever undetermin'd, as to what 
ſhould or ſhould not be; for he had as 
much Foreſight, as much Wiſdom, as much 
Ability, from all Eternity as he hath now, 
or poſſibly could have. And therefore, 
tho his Purpoſes are ſome way diſtinguiſh- 
able from his Efſence, in our Account and 
Manner of Reaſon, they are abſolutely in- 
ſeparable from it in Conſideration of his 
own Perfection. Therefore the Son of 
God being the Image of his Perſon, the 
perfect Image of him in all his Glory, can- 
not but be his Image in this reſpect. This 
is a Truth which ſome of the antient Phi- 
loſophers, eſpecially the Platoniſts, have 
div'd into, and diſcours'd learnedly of. For 
theſe conſidering God as an infinitely wiſe } 
and perfect Architect, ſaw that the Glory Þ} 
of his Knowledge and Wiſdom regst 4 
that he ſhould be look'd on as a God, who 
had the Ideas of all things poſſible before 
him from Eternity, and the Platform of alk 
45 eee things. 


s 
e 
[ 


4 * Fx - 
PET... £ 
RE. 


n ll * — — 


9 r % ns. wv. 4d 1 P "XP" By by 8 
« 4 AS 2 9 22 Women IO 
3 t Baba a N * 
; N b 
* 1 * * 


or ſhall be, was compriſed in that Ptarform 
he had of all. And knowing it unworthy 
of an infinite Mind to ſay that this Platform 
was gradually made, or ever wanting in 
the leaſt of its full Perfection, or that 
| - theſe Ideas ſhould be conſider'd as diftin& 
| and particular things in him, they there- - 
fore confider'd all the Objects of divine 
| Contemplation or Deſignation, as compre- 
hended in one Idea; which Idea they knew 
could not be ſo different from God himſelf 
but it muſt be intimouſly one with him, 
and therefore ſtyl'd it his Word, his Image, 
as the Scripture doth. . And thence alfo 
ſome proceeded ſo far as to ſpeak of a Tri- 
nity. But however they might miſtake, 
in this they were right, that the Eternal 
| God had an Eternal Image of himſelf in 
all his Glory and Will to glorify himfelf; 
which Image was eſſentially one with him- 
ſelf, and is no other than his Son, tho' his 
Son be more than they apprehended, or 
we are able to comprehend. And if his 
Love to us paſſeth Knowledge, as the A- 
poſtle ſays, Eph, iii. how much more his 
Luſtre and Glory in himſelf? Some who 
explain this Myitery, make uſe of this Si- 
militude: The Mind of Man in thinking 
frames both an Image of itſelf, and what 
it will, do; whillt chis Thought is aQual, 
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tis the Soul itſelf thinking and forming am 


internal Image: But the Mind being finite, 
cannot think all things at once, nor doth 
its Thoughts abide unalterably in it; which 
if they did, there would be an abiding in- 


ternal Image begotten in the Mind: But 


God being an infinite Mind, comprehend- 
ing himſelf, and all things poſſible or fu? 


ture, in one eternal, immutable, abiding. 


Thought or Idea of himſelf, that eternal, 


internal, unalterable Image of himſelf is 


more one with himſelf than our Thought 
with our Mind, and yet diſtin& from him 


ſelf, not only in our Conſideration but in 
reality. But fince all his Glory, and poſſi- 


ble or future Diſplays of it, are thus com- 
prehended in an eſſential Image, begotten 


in his eternal Mind, equal to himſelf, it 
will neceſſarily follow, that all Things 
whatever are comprehended in Chriſt as the 


perfect Image of God in all reſpe&s. But 
it is to be fear'd leſt ſuch a notional Charac- 


ter of the Son of God ſhould fall ſhort of 
his Glory, though it aſcribes nothing to 
him but what is in reality. Yet we muſt 


own him the Image of God in reſpect to all N 
deſigned Images of his Glory, as well as 


with reſpect to his Glory in it ſelf. Hence 
Cbriſt, as the Son of God, is the eternab 
Exemplar in ſome reſpects with reſpect un- 


1 


1 


<0 ations, There is no Glory, no Ex- 
cellency God can diſplay, which is not in 
Chri/t as his Image; inſomuch that it can- 
not be ſaid any Creature is the Image of 
God in that which his Son is not. There 
can be no Purpoſe, no Counſel, no Work, 
but was comprehended in the infinite Image 
of God in Chrift. Hence God did from 
Eternity behold things that are or ſhall be, 
at once, in the harmonious, glorious, per- 
fect, delightful Deſcription, Delineation of 


| Wherefore as certainly as all things are ac- | 
cording to the eternal Knowledge of God, 
they are according to the en _— of 
it in Chr. 95 | . 


PrOPOSIMY ON VI. 


25 he Lord being r thus co 2 d as def ning 
To diſplay his Glery, and to delight himſelf 
in external created Images, tis moſt conſo= 
nant to the Dictates of Reaſon and Scripture 
To concei ve and think he would and did deſign 
the greateſt Diſplay of his Glory, and the 
{ greateſt Pleaſure he mi br make or have in 
bat Way. 
Llhhhus we are told, Deut. xxxii. The Way 
of the Lord is perfekt. Though that may 
be ſpoken of his Ways of Providence, tis 
true vr: all his — There is _—_— 
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FE, aan himſelf in his own Son. | 
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coming Perfection. Therefore deſigning 


not iſſue Things in the higheſt, God- be- 


to ſet up ſome new ſecondary Images of 


himſelf, tis meet for us to think he did 


will and deſign the brighteſt and higheſt 
Image of that Nature, that was poſſible to 


his glorious Power and Wiſdom. Can we 


think he would limit himſelf in glorifrn-— 
ing himſelf and pleaſing himſelf to the ut- 


' termoſt ? Since twas only his Pleaſure he 
deſign'd, can we think he aim'd at leſs than 
the higheſt Pleaſure he could have in that 
Way he reſolved upon ? When all poſſible. 
Ways of manifeſting his Glory, all poſſible 
Images that might repreſent it, or in which 
it might ſhine, came up before him, ſnould 
we think he would uſe his infinite Liberty 
to chuſe out any ſuch Way, any ſuch Ima- } 
ges as were not the higheſt and fitteſt to an- 
{wer his Deſign of diſplaying his Glory, 
and affording him the Pleaſure for which 
only he purpoſed them? Hence it will ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that whatever Being and 
Way it is whereby God arrives to the high- 


eſt Diſplay of his Glory, and the higheſt 


_ Pleaſure and Content, That is to be conſi- 
dered as having the-Precedency in all the 
| Deſigns of God, in ſetting up any created 
Images of himſelf And this we ſhall } 
find to be God manifeſt in the Fleſh, in © 
CE. OT oo Oo CS 
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[Beings whatſoever. Of which hereafter, » 


* rwithis Way and Manner of repreſenting him- 
fel in more external Reſemblances of bim. 
It cannot be ſaid of any Creature, or of 


| eſt Object God can have for his Pleaſure, 
or that his making them is the higheſt 
Way wherein he could glorify himſelf. 
Tis evident, de facto, and confeſſedly, that 
in his incarnate Image there is much more 
of Glory than in all theſe Images put toge- 
ther. There is a great Diſplay of Glory, 
but not the wen, there is ſome Plea- 
ſure in them as the Work of his Hands, 
but not the higheſt. Yea, if we conſider 
all created Images in themſelves, we ſhall 
ſee how little is in them to anſwer the Per- 
fection of God's Deſign, as to his own 
Praiſe and Pleaſure. Take a Creature as a 
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whom God hath - undeniably the higheſt 
Glory and higheſt Pleaſure and Solace of | 
all Being, and of all his Methods towards 


_ *PrRoPosITION VII. 


There is not, nor could there ever be, any 
created Image or Images, which, abſolutely 
conſidered in themſelves, could anſwer. the 
Deſgn of God, to have the higheſt Glory, 
Pleaſure, and Delight, which he might have 


all meer Creatures, that they are the high- 
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delighted in it, chan he can be delighted 


'tis a-kin to nothing. Yea, God pronoun- 
ces this of all the World, of all Creatures 
whatever, conſidered with reſpe& to him- 
ſelf :. 1/az. xl. 15, 16, 17. All Nations be- 
fore him are as nothing, and they are counts | 
ed to him as leſs than nothing and Vanity s | 
Wherein he not only declares what they : 
are abſolutely, but what he eſteems them; 
they are counted to him, i. e, in his Eye and 
View they are no more to him. And we | 
ſee the Saints of God have been raiſed to 
ſuch God-like Frames, that all in Heaven 
and Earth was Nothing to them, to what 


God was, P/al. Ixxiii. 25. How much 
more are they then Nothing to God himſelf, 
the ſelf- ſufficient Being ? There is that 
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Meanneſs in eve god Creature before. the 
Majeſty of God, at chey are not worthy 
"his regarding. David cries, Pſal. viii. 
In ben I con 22 the Moon and Stars which 
' Thou haſt Ds Lord, what is Man that 
| Zhou art mindful of him ? And what then, 
1 pray, are the Moon and Stars to God 
conſidered in himſelf ? Yea, Pſal. cxiii, 4, 
5, 6. you ſee God is ſo high above all Be. 
ings, that tis ſaid, he bumbleth himſelf. to 
behold the Things that are in Heaven, and 
Zhat are in Earth. Had he only ſaid, he 
| humbles himſelf to behold what is in Farth, T 
we might have judged he ſpoke of Things 
in their corrupted and depraved Eſtate, but 
taking in all in Heaven, it plainly ſpeaks, 
no Creatures, how glorious ſoever, are 
f ſuch Images of him, have ſo much to 
| Pleaſe or delight him, as that he can be 
| f to look upon them without humbling 
himſelf as it were. From all this it fol- 
lows, that all created Images, abſolutely 
conſidered in themſelves, are very inſigni- 
ficant to him, and unſuitable for the De- 
light of ſo great a God. Which will lead 


nus to conſider, what higher Way there was 


for God to diſplay his Glory, and ſet up 
an Image wherein he might be ſo highly 
pleaſed, and have Pleaſure 1 in other N | 
Images. * 38 | 
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fiderable in tbemſelues, the Lord 


his own eternal Tmage to exiſt in a created. || 
Nature, and chath himſelf with a created |} 


tation of Delight gid Sena in white 
other Images of himſelf he ſhould ſet up and 
who confine the Deſigns of God in Chi 
the — ſets out ſo plainly other 


him. But to him that ſeriouſly conſiders 


for the fulleſt Diſplay. of his Glory, 
r the fulleſt 7 555 hr 4 70 
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A pafible created Inages being fo inton- | 
did there= | 
fore, for the ſetting” up.. the | moſt lor 10us 
Image of his Glory that could eber be, and 
and fo: 
raifing the higheſt © Praiſe eaſure to | 
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him, beyond and before all, defign and ordain | 
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Image, that ht might become in a new man- 
ner the Image of his Glory, and be a Foun- 
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This Propoſition may ſeem odd to Men 
only to the Salvation of ſinful Man, rho” 


Ends of God accompliſhed in him and by 
Things, I doubt not but this Truth Will 
appear not only rational but ' ſcriptural. . ll 
But to make it evident I ſhall propoſe my 
Thoughts a little diſtinctly with all the 
„ , ore CO 
I. Then, We have proved, and T ſup- 
poſe twill not be deny'd,. that God in cre- 
ating did deſign the higheſt Diſplay of hi 
V Glory 
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chis, may faſcly fay. and. think; that. 


to ſer forth his Slory: -. F 
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would never have created any Images of 


himſelf, but as ſuch a Glory and Pleaſure 
Was ſecured by his Furpoſes concerning 


Cbriſt. Now, 5 Ys * 4 . ' Ts % 15 * 
. . is not hard to N that tis 


by the Incarnation of his own. eternal 
Image, chat the Lord doth come to have 
all thoſe Ends moſt fully accompliſhed, 


which he did or could 8 to himſelf 


in creating any 1 e himſelf, 


mage ces * 


15 .} This eternal 


with. a created Nature, in an ineffable 


manner, did become a new kind of I 
of God and of his Glory; he being God 


deed to he what he was, but he exiſted in 
2 new manner, ſuch a manner as tranſcends 


the Nature of the Exiſtence. of all other 


reared Images, and yet different from the 
1 1 A of his Exiſtence merely as the eter- 
na 


* between a mere created Image 
in it ſelf, and fuch an one aſſumed by, the 
Son of God, the eternal Image } And = 
rat a Difference in the _s and Pro- 
perth of that created Ipaged 10. n * 
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ifeſt in the Fleſh, did repreſent the 
divine Glory in another manner than When 
merely conſidered as the Son of God in tho | 
B of the Father. He ceaſed not in- 


of the Father. How vaſt 4 
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dhe eternal, and the Nature of that eternal 
Image in it ſelf! So that in ordaining his 


: * 


Son do be cloathed with a created Image, 


there did exiſt ſuch a new Image of him- 


ſelf as he did deſign. Ad. 
(e) The Son of God becoming the 
Image of God this Way, was the brighteſt 


Image which it was poſſible for God to ſet 


ap for his Praiſe and Pleaſure, and fulleſt | 
Repreſentation of his Glory. He was not 


only ſo as God, as he had always been, but 
as God-man exiſting in a new Image- man- 


ner. Who can diſpute ſo evident a Truth? 


Who will not grant, that in that Union, 


Wherein the eternal Image of God was 
eloath'd with a created Image, there was a 


| higher paſſive Diſplay of the Wiſdom, 
Love, Power, Holineſs of God, than in 


the bare creating all other Images? The | 
giving a Creature a Being, is nothing to the 


giving 1t an Inbeing in God, fuch as that 
it ſhould be ſaid to be one with him. 


Could Divine Power do more, than the 
matching Finite and Infinite? Could Di- 
vine Love aſcend higher than the raiſing | 
fo mean a Thing, as is a created Nature 
in it ſelf, to ſo intimous an Union? Muſt 
we not own, that all Diſplays of divine 
Glory are ſhort of what is made-in the Per- 
fon of Chriſt as God-man ? And as there 
was ſuch 4 Glory in the Conſticution of 
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his Perſon, inflajrely more amazing than 

z mere Creation of Beings without himſelf, 
ſo was there anſwerable Glory in his Per- 
ſon as conſtituted : So he was in himſelf the 


moſt, 15 5 ate, the moſt approximating 


mage of God that could be in a new man- 


ner of exiſting : For all the Perfections fx 


the eternal Image were now the Perfecti- 
ons of a God-man, not only ſo that his 


Perſon might be ſaid to have infinite Wiſ- 


dom, Holineſs, Power, but might be ſaid 
to be ſo, and was ſo in God s Account, who 
owned that created Nature he aſſumed. as 
the Nature of his Son, and eſteemed his 
Perſon as one cloathed with it, to be all he , 
was before, and look'd on that created Na- 
ture united to him with ſuch Regard and 
Eſteem, as it is impoſſible he ſhould have 
to any other Ima 7 Hence 
God ſpeaks of C Zach. xiii. as the 
Man that was 5 Helbow. He had from 
Eternity been equal to him as God, but 
now he was the == his Fellow ; his Perſo 
:3 God-man being ſuch a new. Image 2 
himſelf, as approached ſuch a perfect Like- 
neſs to him. Tas not indeed from any 
Thing in that mere created Image his Son 
was Ge with, whence this Glory 
reſult, but from the Union of this Image 
vith that eternal Image of himſelf in his 
don. This was ſuch an advancing to that 
; 1 Image; "= 
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Image, which was nothing in it ſelf, chat 
hereby it became in ſuch a State that all 
Things elſe ate nothing to it. By this Uni- 


it doth not only ſpeak of him as 


1 F every Creature. As the laſt is not ſpok- 
ten of him as the eternal Son of God abſo- 
|  lutely conſidered, no more is the firſt nei- 
ther: But he, as exiſting in our Nature, is 

2 ſpecial, unparallel, adorable Image of 
che inviſible Deity. Nor doth the Apoſtle 
 Fpeak what he is in his Doctrine, as ſome 
Would fancy, but what he is in his Perſon; 
For what relation hath his being the Firſt- 
Born of all Creatures to his Doctrine? And 
Why ſhould the former be explained of it 
more than the latter? But how glorious an 
Image he is of God, is what I may here- 
after explain. This is evident, that being 
Mearnate he did become the Image of di- 
vine Glory in a new Manner, and that he 
was ſo to the utmoſt Poſſibility of God's 
having an Image of himſelf, in a diſtin | 
manner from his enjoying his own eternal 
Image, as in and ons with himſelf, For. 


The Image of the invifible God, the Firſ-hirn 
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this rel al 1. uu bn him ſuch a 1 
created Image, was thereb | 
* moſt pelfeg Image of him. Now, 


„boch a new. 


) Hence it neceffarily follows, chat 

of whoſe Deſign in creating any Images 
was only his own Pleaſure, could not have 
a higher Pleaſure and Content than in fuch 
an Image, which was ſo glorious, as being 
ſo intimouſly united to himſelf in his Song | 


for his Pleaſure in any Object being as his 
Glory is in it, repreſented or manifeſted | 

ther having 
leſs of his Glory, and repreſenting leſs © 


by it, all created Beings to 
it, could never afford the Solace and Satis- 


faction he had in this eternal Image incar- 
nate. 


Hence, Prov. viii. 1 T was daily 
his Delight, i. e. continually in the 22 9 
of Eternity, before his actual Exiſtence in 
the World. And when he came, the Lort 
called all to behold him, as the Object of 


his own Delight; 1/az. xlii. 1. Behold mine A 
Elect, in whom my Soul delighteth. And 


'twas impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, for 


as he had an infinite Pleaſure in him as his 


eternal Image, ſo now a new kind of Plea- 


ſure, if any Thing may be faid new to 


God, as he became a new Image of him in 
doathing himſelf with a created Image. 


And hence, 


(4.) It is clear nd dn enough, thir 


the eternal Image of God thus purting on : 


D a Gre» 
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1 hom wit bir 
| glorified and de e ll Pile 


ty of failure, and in A ae which could 


= k be tranſcene | : For w hatever Mean- 


nes might be in any Crops, conſidered | 
Win it ſelf, it was impoſi Na- 
ture, ſo united: to his eternal 8 ſhould 
de deſpicable in his Eyes. Whatever Inca+ | 
1 Ni might he in any Cxeature to advance 

bim, and ee Glory, there cont] be 
none in a being adequately 
= faited to e 3 Purpoſes 


W God might take, and repreſent Whatever 


W Glory God enjoyed in . himſelf. Thus 
was Chri/t the Moral Foundation, if I may 
ſo fay, of all the Creation, and the Foun- 
dation of all the Pleaſure God may have 
in any of his Works; of which I hall no NOW 


4 ſpeak a little in general. 


IV. It remains then, that in the fourth 
Place we conſider, Whether the great Deſign 
of God for his Praiſe and Pleaſure being to 
be accompliſhed in his. eternal Image, 


ww Foathed with a created Nature; - whether, 


I fay, 


* at 


To „„ — 
I ſay, we are not to aſcribe ſuch a Prec. 
dency to the Defign of God with reſpect 
ro him, as to.own that his Purpoſe of ex- 
alting himſelf in him, and having the Plea- 
fore of ſuch an Image of himſelf, was be- 
yond and before all other Defigns Whatever, 
conſidered in the Order of Nature, as We 
ſpeak, or the Order we can conceive of ay 
moſt becoming a God. That the Lord did 
deſign to glorify himſelf in his eternal 
Image incarnate, beyond and above all, 
none can queſtion or diſpute; for as he hath ! 
done it, ſo we may conclude he did defi; 
i. Now why Perſons ſerting up Chriſt, | 
and the Glory of God in him, as higheft 1 
in all God's Deſigns, ſhould ſet him loweſt } 
in the Order of his Counſels, is what I 
cannot conceive. Yet this Men do, who 
give every Creature in Heaven and Earth 
a Precedency to Chriſt in God's Purpoſes, 
and imagine as if the Thoughts of Chrif, 
and fuch a glorious Image, did not come 
in, till God had thought with himſelf of 
making all, and foreſeen the Sin of ſome, Þ 
which might require his Help. But for 
my Part, I think all the Glory, Pleaſure, 
Honour of God in the whole Creation, 
depends ſo on Chriſt, chat he is to be eſteem'd | 
worthy of the firſt Place and Rank in the 
Lord's Deſigns, and to be ſet before all 
created Images, as the moſt glorious and 
VVV DJ 3 ©. -- _ 
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gs  -ture doth ſufficiently declare it, if ll 


| Zard poſtſed me of old, in the begining of 
ay 


bis Ways, before bis Works of old; the Ways 
of God before his Works were his Purpoſes 


and Counſels with reſpe& unto them. In 


the beginning of theſe Ways God poſſeſſed 


this eternal Wiſdom, this eternal Image of 


* 


his. Which Expreſſion is not only to ſet 
out his Exiſtence then, but the Influence 
the Conſideration of him had with reſpect 
to the Works of Creation: Which ſeems 


plain, if we conſider that this eternal Wife 


dom is here ſpoken of as one to be incar- 
-nate and dwell among Men. - However, if 
God poſſeſs d him, and pleas d himſelf 


with his eternal Wiſdom and Image as to 
f all his 


be incarnate, in the beginning o 


Purpoſes ; then did not this Purpoſe come 


in in a ſecondary manner, but he had firſt 
reſolv'd on this Way of glorifying himſelf 
in his Son, and then on all things as ſubor- 


dinate to it. Nor do I ſee what elle is the 
Meaning of theſe Words, Col. i. Who it 


the Firſt-born of every Creature. It is joined 
with his being 75 

God. Now af know, as God he comes 
not to be ranked with Creatures, or to have 


any Birth like theirs; he is the only begots 


DSS 


zen Son of God; he is an eſſential Image, 


* 


the I. mage of the invifible 
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tho! not properly the Image of the Fathers 
Eſſence, but of his Perſon: A Perſon may 


have an Image reciprocated with his own 
Eſſence: - But how is Chriſt then the Firſt- 
born of every Creature? Is it an empty 
Title, without a plain Foundation? Will — 
we ſay it is becauſe he hath a Glory above 
all Creatures? So hath the Father, whom 
yet we would not ſtyle the Firſt-born of 
Creatures. Do not the Words plainly ſpeak 
of him as God-Man, as the eternal Image 
of God to be incarnate? Is it not as ſuck 
he is Head of the Church, the Firſt-born 
from the Dead, ver. 18? And methinks_ 
the Explication is eaſy. The Purpoſes of 
God (as one obſeryes) are conſidered as the 
eternal Womb, whence all Things come, 


and whence they are born. So ſome ex- 


plain the Words, Eſal. cx. of Chriſt having 
a willing People from the Womb of the 
Morning, i.e. the early Promiſe made at the 


dawning of Grace, Gen. iii. 15. or elſe | 


from the Morning-eternal-Purpoſes of God, 
by which they were given to him. All 
the Image-beings God ever did, or will ſer 
up, ay in this eternal Womb of God's 
Purpol born 

he willed they ſnould exiſt in their order. 


Thus Chriſt, as to be in our Nature, lay in 
the fame Womb of divine Decrees and Pur 


poſes; but yet, with a Preference to «ibs : 


es, and were born as it were when | 
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reſt, he being the Fit. born of evety Crea. 
ture, not as to actual Exiſtence in the 
World, but real Exiſtence before God. For 
he being deſigned from Eternity to be in- 
carnare, and. accepting of ir in and with 
the Father, he did come up before God as 
His Son, God-Man; and God conſidered 
him no leſs God-Man, than as if actually 
incarnate : So that when no Creature'was, 


4 
: : 
| 
: 


| he was born in God's Accounit, as he exiſted 


then under that Character before God. And 
becauſe he was the brighteſt of all thoſe 
Images which the eternal God would bring 
forth, he had in a manner a proper Right 
to be before them all, eſpecially fince he 
| was to be the Pattern of the moſt glorious 
of them, Rom. viii. 29. There are many 
other Scriptures might be produced to ſhew 
that Chrif, as the mcarnate Image of God, 
is to have the Precedency to all Images the 
Lord defigned to ſet up. But deſigning 
Brevity, I ſhall only now fay, That as the 
great Ends of God in creating are accom- 
pliſhed above all in Chriſt, ſo think it juſt, 
and due to Chriſt, to aſſign him the higheſt 
Place and Glory in the Purpoſes of God. 
J am not ignorant of the continual Cavil 
ſome will make againſt this, crying out, 
Should the Son of God have been incar- 
nate, if Man had not ſinned and needed a 
Saviour? To which I fay in ſhort, - --_ 
TT 


OY 
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(10 He had never appeared in ſuch 4 
state and Condition in this World 28 he 
did, had not Man finned ; for be is the 
Lord 1575 Heaven, whoſe Glory as God- 

Te it in a manner as his Due, 
* he fir began to exiſt with a created 
Image on him in Time. 

(2.) I ſay tis alſo plain Truth, fa td 
not been incarnate, if Man had not finned; 
if you x will conſider all the Counſels of God 

1 lexly and in their Connexion; yet T 


able to us in our ſinful State, was his com- 
ing on this Deſign: But how comes this to 
be excluſive of all the other great Deſigns 
of God for manifeſting his Glory in Chriſt? 
How much more is ; Thrift than merely a 
Saviour? How much Advantage redounds 
to Angels from him, to whom he bears not 
ſuch a Relation? But in ſhort, Chriſts great 
Work as Mediator, was Salvation; but as 
God-Man, the eternal Image cloath'd with 
a created Image, he was pitch'd upon as 


Are 


vil or more external Manifeffation of him- - 
ut; elf. And though in ſome Senſe this In- 
AT- 


it wag for the Glory of the eternal „ 
nage of God, 2 was his on 


the Scripture ſays not this, but that 
one End, and the moſt obſervable and ado» | 


the higheſt Means poſſible for God to have 
Glory and Pleaſure in Ways of Creation, 


carnation was a Humiliation, yet indeed 


1 
4 { 
a =; 


in 


e 22 TRY ADHD. — 
rr _ 
oy | 3 4 
0 * 7 * 2 
F E 
5 4 
. d 
MEN 
* 


— 


aA enfants = is \ 

4 7 Dre 5 

. pe "EY . E 

oy 9 " N wx — * _ a 
— r 5 A 
— —— 2 — „„  *ha ge tas -17%%, l 4 * 10 *. 
F . GeV ADL 7 ou ah) he HAN arty, of BON ea; 004-05 
* . a 
- | J 


. 
p „ *** 6 „ 2 
: ” 8 9 n 9 
: , 2 . 5 
. 3 1 , * 9 
* 1 4 * s 
N 5 | 25 
© - 


R * ä * 
* > 7 : — 4 a 
5 1 9 * g L 
p = «0 4 1 
* I x 8 
N FE” a ! 
— 
5 * 


ght as his eſſential Image, ſo He ſhould 
be his higheſt Delight among all ſorts of 
created Images that he ſhould ſet up. It 
was for his Glory that all other Image 
ſhould be Nothing to him, and have Ne 
thing but what was tranſcendently in him, 
and repreſented by him. Twas the Love 


o2 


of God to him as his Son; as his eternal 


Image, that he would ſet up no diſtin 


Images from him, which ſhould be abſo- 


|  Jutely delighted in for themſelves; but that 
the very Being, and Bliſs, and Acceptance 


of any of them, ſhould depend on him, 
His Beauty, Glory, Power; and be ſuhject- 
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'PRoPosITION IX. 


The Lord having laid in his Purpoſes this 


glorious Foundation for attaining ſuth 


Praiſe and Pleaſure, by ſetting up ſome 


Images of his Glory, reſolved upon the 
Creation of all kind of Image-beings, in 


ſuch Plenty, Variety and . Harmony, as bis 


S Miſdom thought beſt and fitteſt. 


As from his Pleaſure in his Son, as his 


eſſential eternal Image, he was pleaſed to 
have Thoughts of ſetting up more exter- 


nal Images, fo from his Pleaſure in his Son 


undertaking to cloath himſelf with a created 


Image, he was pleaſed to ſet forth * 


nr, ,, & form f as os. © A 


and ſniew forth his Glory, in deſigning and 

calling into Being all Varieties of leſſer and IM 
lower Images of himſelf and Glory. Hence 
this vaſt Image- World, in all its Orbs, 
Spheres, with all the Beauties, Glories, 


Harmonies of it. Hence the Heavens and 


their Hoſt, the Earth and its Pulneſfs; all 
which, though making up a glorious Image, 

are yet, as has been proved, leſs than no- 
thing before him, and would have yielded 
little Contentment without the Advance- 
ment of a created Image by Union with his 
eternal Image, which is the Perfection of 
all the Ways of God. The whole World, 


as it lies before God, is but one ſtately | 


Image, compoſed of Variety of Beauties 
and Beings, fram d with unſe 
der, united with unexplicable Connexions, 
principled with different Properties and _ 
Natures, animated with Variety of Lives, 
accompliſhing manifoid ſubordinate Buds, 

and harmoniouſty conſpiring to the grand 
End of ſetting forth the Wiſdom ardPower \. 
of the Maker. *Tis but one ſtately Fabrick, 
with a Variety of Rooms, and multiform 
Furniture. All Creatures, I fay, come up 


- $1 0. 5 
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in which he hath diverſly manifeſted his 


glorious Perfe&ions. All Images but as 
one Image of himſelf, eternally one with _ 
a en Trinity. mor | 


T3 
huold but one and another Part of this Image, 
' we ſee but the Surface of them, We ſee 
not, we know not the Subordination and 
Connexion which 'renders them, - jointly 
conſidered, ſuch a Glaſs to behold: the 
Glory of God in. But the great Architect 
- views his whole Work at once, and all his 

Deſigns in them, and what ſhall be wrought 
out by them: And thus viewing all, he 
| Hath ſuch a Delight as ſo great a God can 
 . Have in that ſo infinitely below him and his 
eternal Image; yet ſome. Delight he had 
and hath in them as the Works of his 
Hands and Diſplays of his Glory; for he 
beheld all, and all was good, Gen. i. i. e. 
beautiful, grateful, and ſuitable to the Ends 
of ſuch Image-beings. Tis needleſs to my 
reſent Scope, to give an Account of the 
Variety of Image-beings God hath ſet up, 
to ſhew forth his Glory, and what the Glory 
is that ſhines diſtinctly in them. But this 
we are to conſider, That there are, and 
may be many more Image- beings for Kind 
and Quality, Beauty and Glory, than we 
know of. Tis but with a few of the Re- 
ſemblances and Pictures of Divine Glory 
that we converſe, We know not what 1s 
the Furniture of the heavenly Orbs, beſides 
Light; nor the Treaſure of the Bowels of 
the Earth and Belly of the Sea. There are 
many more lively Engravings of divine 
3 8 7 „„ Glory, 
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(35) 
ge, Glory, than we ſee or can read. We are 
ſee WW alſo to conſider, That every Image- being 
nd doth repreſent and ſet forth more of divine 
ty Glory and Perfection, than we in our pre- 
he ſent State do diſcern, The internal Conſti- 
& tutions of Things have greater Illuſtrations 
11s of Wiſdom and Power, than their outward 
ht Appearance. Though Man be to the very 
Eye a comely Image in his external Form, 
yet how much more of the Wonders of the 


lis divine Creator ſhine within him, than out- 

ad ward Senſe or ſuperficial Reaſon can com- 
is MW prehend ? The Diſplay of divine Wiſdom 
ne and Glory in Things, is more in their re- 

7 lative Station, their harmonious Subordina- 

ds tion, their concurring Operation, than 


what may ſeem to be in them, in their 
particular or ſeparate Conſideration. . And 


p. though the uſe there is of Creatures, the 
7 W Ends accompliſhed by them, be ſufficient 
is W Reaſon for us to adore the eſſentiating Pow-: 
d er that made them; yet did we know what 


farther Uſes might be made of them, what 
Effects they might be applied to, and what 
God accompliſhes by them, our Minds 
would be rapturouſly affected with Things 
which we now deſpiſe and make nothing 
of. But if we conſider this Great Image in 
general, there is a general Shine of Glory, 
and the particular Images in it are ſuited 

in particular Ways to affect us with it. 
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The general Harmony of all the Images to- 


gether ſhew his Love; the general Subſer. 


viency, his Wiſdom ; the general Activity, 
his Power ; the general Stability, his im- 
mutable Glory; the general Myſtery, the 
incomprehenſible Heights of his Excellen. 
cy, &c. And thus all Images, in particu. 


lar, have ſomething wherein they are de- 


ſigned for a ſpecial Illuſtration of eternal 
Perfection, and in a ſpecial Way. Some 


Images diſcover one Branch of his Glory, 
ſome another ; fome are as Glaſles, fome 
as Pictures, ſome as more lively. Reſem- 
blances; ſome fer out his natural, ſome his 
moral Perfe&ions ; ſome his Nature more 
inticely, ſome more remotely and partial- 


Jy. Some Images only repreſent him to 
others, as all irrational; ſome not only 
ſhew forth his Glory, but receive and view 


the Shines of it, as rational Beings might 
and ought to do. Oh, bow wonderful and ma- 
mfold are thy Works? in Wiſdom haſt thou 


made them all, Pſ. civ. 24: But the Book of 


Creation is become as a ſealed Book, where- 


in we can read very little of the Glory 


printed with lively Characters in it. The 


WO Creatures are Hieroglyphicks, which few 
bave Skill to underftand ; and only the 


* 
” 


God of Nature can raiſe us the Image o 
the Nature of thoſe Images, and ſhew us 


Wat he hath defigned in the internal Con- 


ſtitutiog 


reſpect to God, wherein he ſets forth his Glo- 


more _ and r what 
c 


"Growth, and ſeveral Properties; and ſen- 


like. Thus all the Great World: is as an 
that in'whom all the Qualities in Nature, 


Nature, have ſome Epitome and ſimilitu- 


Image of divine Glory in the Perſon of the 


crernal Image to be incarnate, pleaſed itſelf | 


FA 
vp 
o 


tw) 1 
ſtitution of them. I Il add but one Thing of 
this great Image, made up of ſo many vari- 
ous and particular emblematical Creatures; 
which is, That as the whole is an Image with 


ry, and views it in a ſecondary manner; 
ſo the Parts of it are mutual Images and 
Shadows with reſpect to each other. Thug 
leſs perfect Things are Shadows to thoſe 


is in them: As there is a Shadow of ſenſi- 
ble Things in inſenſible, in their Motion, 


ſible Beings, as Birds, Beaſts, are as Sha- 
dows of the Excellencies of rational Man, 
in their Actings, Inſtincts, Orders; and 
thus earthly Things are as Images to hea- 
venly, and bear the Signatures of them in 
their Motions, Natures, Qualities;- and the 


Image to Man the Leſſer World, or he to 
all the Orders of Nature, all the Acts of 
dinary Abbreviation. Vet when we have 
ſaid all, ſtill every Being is but an Image 
and Shadow, and all infinitely ſhort of the 


Son of God, his eternal Image incarnate. 
But divine Love being pleaſed with that 


in 
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in calling into Being fuch innumerable lir- 
tle Images, compoſing together a Fabrick, 


a Statue, a Monument, which might ſtand 4 
to his Praiſe, and be ſome Way an e | 


of — and Delight. 


* 


PROPOSITION N. 


Out of all this 7 ariety of created anne 


it pleaſed the Lord to fingle forth the Nature 


of Man, as the moſt comprehenſive Image, to 


be dota - to his Son, his own eternal J. mage. | 
This was the created Image which in 
particular he choſe ro himſelf, and where- 
in the Lord had the higheſt Glory and 


ſatisfying dee eee The Nature of 


Man is but an Image- being, any more than 


the reſt, though more glorious than many, 
and more comprehenſive than any elſe we 
know of. Twas meet for the Son of God, 


for the raiſing up a Glory and Pleaſure to 


the Eternal Father, in reſpect to all created 
Images, to take ſuch an Image as might 


moſt comprehend all the Perfections, Pro- 
perties, Excellencies, wherein any other 


created Beings were Images or Reſemblances 
of the Glory of God. And 'tis well known 


how God hath given Man ſuch a Nature, 
_ all Natures are ſome way compriz- 


the Nature of Things below him in 


| bi Bay; which was the Perfection of 
ae 


it 


5 590 


Bodies in its primitive State; and of Things 


above him in his Soul, which wanted no 
Perfection meet unto it. All Lives were 
ſumm'd up in him, both that which is cal- 
led vegetative, ſenſitive, and ſpiritual or 
rational. Thus the Nature of Man did in 
a manner comprehend the Nature of all 


created Images; and that not only in gene- 


ral, but in che moſt excellent Beauties and 


Properties of them: For whatever Excel- 
lency is in any Bodies ariſing from Tempe- 
rament of Matter, the principal Qualities 


obſerved in Bodies, the orderly Diſpoſal of 


Parts, and the like, it cannot be denied that 
the Body of Man, at leaſt in its Original, 
out- ſnined the brighteſt Beauties of the 
World in all theſe reſpects. And by what 


we ſee in the Reliques of that Excellency, 


we may judge ſomething of it, and have 
Reaſon to think it was much more glorious, 


I'll give you but an Inſtance to illuſtrate it: 


The Eye of Man is now the only Seat and 
Receptacle of Light, but ſome have thought 
the whole Body of Man was at firſt capable 
of the Impreſſions of it, and of receiving 


Images: And Sir Kenelm Digby, in his 


Book of Bodies, gives an Account of one 
who was abſolutely and wholly blind, and 


* 


his Eyes periſhed ſo far, that he had no 
uſe of them; yet through a ſtrange inter- 


ral Light, not particularly fixt in the Eye, 2 
1 3 
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5 „ 
he was able to diſcern any Object or Moti. 
on in the Room where he was. And if the 

Body of Man was perfuſed, irradiated with 

. ſuch a Light all over, how much other 
Appearance would Objects have than now? 
And if we allow but ſuch an Exquiſite- 

neſs in all Senſes, as ſome have in this or 
that Senſe now, as the Perſon that could 
feel Colours and diſtinguiſh them, how glori- 
ous a Body muſt this have been! But ſays the | 
| Apoſtle, Rom. viii. The Body is dead becauſe of 

Sin. Tis not only ſhall dye, but is dead 
in a manner already, compar'd with the 
vital Body Adam had. In ſhort, the whole 
Courſe of Nature is imitated in Man; and 
all the Glory that ſhines in material Images, 
compriſed in his Nature. And whereas 

the Excellencies of Spirits, wherein they 

are Images of God, are Immateriality, 
and ſome way Illocality, fo as in Diſtinc- 
tion from Bodies, and Faculties of Reaſon- 
ing, Willing, Loving, Purity, Holineſs, GS. 
none of theſe were wanting in Man when 
his Image-Nature was firſt ſet up in its 

Splendor. And though I dare not ſay this 

might be the Reaſon why the Son of God 

did cloath himſelf with our Image, and not 

the Image of Angels; yet it doth not appear 

that their Image- Nature was ſo comprehen- 
five, tho' exceeding Man's in the Degrees 
of ſome Perfections: And therefore we 

7 may 


7 - CP 
may humbly and modeſtly think, that God 
deſigning to himſelf a Glory and Pleaſure 

as to all the Images he did create, in the In- 
carnation of his eternal Image, that on that 
Account partly he did look on the Nature 
of Man, and fingled out That to be the 
Image wherewith his eternal Image might 
cloath himſelf. For his Son exiſting in 

this Image, his Appearance therein had an 
_ univerſal Aſpe& on all thoſe Images and 
Natures which were comprehended in the 
Nature of Man. And fince it was not be- 
coming to aſſume every particular Form 
upon him, what could be more agreeable 
to divine Wiſdom than the aſſuming that 
wherein all were ſummarily comprehended. 
And this ſeems to have ſome fair Appear- 
ance of Truth to me, unleſs we will in- 
vert the Order of theſe Conſiderations, and 
ſtate the Matter thus: That God's firſt De- 
ſign was the glorifying himſelf in his Son 
incarnate, or taking a created Image on 
him; That taking a created Image he might 
the more glorify him, he ſumm'd up all 
Images in an human Nature, which his 
Son was to take, and primarily ſhould be 
conſider'd as his; That Man was then to be 
framed after this Image appropriated for 
the Son of God to e in; And that for 
the farther Diſplay of his Delight in his Son 
incarnate, in this com © W = 
- ord 
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Lord drew out the particular Perfections of 
i in Variety of lefler Images, ſome having 
thoſe Perfections more brightly, ſome more 
- darkly. But I ſhall not make this my Aſ- 
ſertion; all I affirm is this, That it was a 
ſuitable Means for the raifing up to God 
Praiſe and Pleaſure, as to all created Images, 
that his Son did aſſume ſuch a Nature where. 
in all the Natures, Excellencies and Pro- 
perties in the Creation were contained, and 
in ſome manner ſumm'd up; and this I 
think none can deny. For.tho' now it was 
particularly the Nature of Man, and not 
of Angels, or the like, he aſſum'd; yet 
their Nature was included in that he took, 
and all Image-Glory ſhining in it; and his 
Glory therefore, as the eternal Image 
cloathed with it, ſhining ſome way on all, 
that God might have Pleaſure in all his 
Images, as irradiated with the Luſtre of 
this, unleſs they became transform'd into 
an Image he could not love and delight in, 
as the Devils and apoſtate Sinners are. 
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PRO POSITION XI. 


* 


. The Nature of Man being fingled out as 
that Image the Son of God and his eternal 
Tmage ſhould be cloathed withal and appear 
in, the Lord deſgn d in a ſpecial Manner to 
ſhew forth all his Glory, and to glorify his 
Ru = N, 
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Son, 4 taking ſuch a created Image to . 
in and towards theſe whos be ordain d to eu. 
in that Nature; i. e. plainly, The Son 
of God being deſign d to become Man, the 
Lord will'd in à ſpecial Manner to ſhew 
forth his Gloty in and towards the Sons of 


Men, and to ſhe his Love to them and to 


his Son, both as his eternal and incarnate 


Image, and rendering them happy aud  glo- 
_ rious in and through him. 


The former Conſiderations lead us clears 
ly enough to this z for as although there 
were other Image-beings whoſe Nature he 
might have taken on him, and yet he choſe 
the Nature of Man before ill; ; ſo tho his 


taking a created Nature hath forme Aſpect 


to the whole Creation; yet there's a pecu- 
liar Relation unto Man, whoſe Nature in 
a ſpecial Manner it was he took. His 
Choice of that Nature above all, was to 
ditplay his Glory in it in a peculiar Manner. 


There was a ſpecial Reaſon for God to ſhew 


forth his Glory with reſpect to the Nature 
of Man, when he had ordain'd his Son to 
cloath himſelf with it, and take it into Union 
with him. Tho it might not be ſo excellent a 
Nature in all reſpects with the Angelical, 
tho it had no Worthineſs in itſelf; yet there 


was a divine Meetneſs and Becomingneſs, 


that this having the Glory of _ aflumed 
by 25 Son. of God, that God ſhould eſpe- 
F 2 cially 


4 (Hy | 
cially glorify himſelf towards thoſe he.de- 
fign'd to exiſt as Partakers of it. He could 
not ſo directly look on any other Nature as 
the Nature of his Son; he could not ſay of 
other Image- beings, This is that Image my 
eternal Image hath, or will aſſume unto 
him. What Nature ſo ſuitable to be the 
Subject of God's diſplaying his Glory, as 
the Nature wherein his Son engaged to glo- 
rify him to the utmoſt? And ſeeing he or- 
dain'd his Son eſpecially to ſuch a Nature, 
was it not becoming the Love he bore him 
in that Nature, to make thoſe Image-beings 
ec xiſting in that Nature, glorious and happy, 
in him and thro' him? 'Tis true indeed, 
the Lord doth glorify himſelf in all his 

Works, and ſhews his Glory in an unſpeak- 
able Manner in the Angelical Nature; but 
yet all the Diſplays of Glory which he 
makes, are ſome way or other exceeded in 

His Dealings with Men, as thoſe Image- 
_ beings with whoſe Image his Son is veſted. 
Hence the divine Philanthropy: Hence ne- 
ver ſo much done for Angels as Men. And 
is it not agreeable to the Apprehenſions we 
Have of God, as one who 1s ſo harmonious 
in all his Ways, that if he made any Images 
happy in his Son, it ſhould be thoſe whole 
Image he took upon him? Thoſe have 
ſome remote Affinity to him; Theſe have a 

peculiar Aſpect of his Nature upon 22 | 
. 1 — * 


T7 T7 
Yet, tho' it was the Will of God eſpecially 
to ſhew forth his Glory to thoſe Images, 
and with reſpe& unto them, and to make 
them happy in his Son; yet, he was not 
therefore regardleſs of other ſuch Image- 
beings as he purpoſed to create, but deſign'd 
in different Ways to glorify himſelf. and 
Son in all; ſo that whatever Happineſs 
any of them were eternally poſſeſs d of, 
ſhould be on the account of his eternal 
Image incarnate, without whom no Crea- 
ture is worthy of his Love and Favour, no 
not the Angels in Heaven, but as in Chr:ft 
3 is laid for God's Pleaſure in 
them. . 30} 


PRO POSITION XII. 


The Lord thus deſigning a ſpecial Glory 
and Pleaſure to himſelf and Son among thoſe 
Image- beings whoſe Nature his eternal Image 
ould aſſume unto him, did not only give them, 
and defign them, unto his Son as Lord and 
Heir, as he did all Tmage-beings whatever ; 
nor as Companions in Glory with him, ſome 
way depending on him, as the elee# Angels; 
but in his Sovereign Pleaſure he gave a ſe= 
lected Number of them to him as his Mem- 
bers, to be repreſented in him from Eternity, 
united to him in Time, and conform d to him 
in that Glory given him as his eternal Image 
7] 8 „ incarnate, 


(46) 
incarnate, as the great Exemplar and Pat. 
A ³ ˙ r.. cnt nm wtiowad s | 
The Deſign of this Head is to ſet out how 
the Lord may be conceived of in his eternal 
Purpoſes, as laying the Foundation of the 
ſpecial Diſplay of his Glory in and towards 
Man, whoſe Nature his eternal Image ad- 
vanced into Union. And the principal Way 
wherein he did it, I apprehend to be the 
defigning theſe poor Image-beings unto ſach 
an Union with his own eſſential Image in- 
carnate, whereby they might be delightful | 
to him as in him, and rendered happy and 
glorious by a Conformity to him. But that 
this may appear, we have intimated his 
dealing with other Image-beings, which 
he did deſign to create, that ſo the Peculiari- 
tv of his Favour and Kindneſs unto the 
Sons of Men might ſhine more clearly. 
And whereas I ſuppoſe, that all Image- 
beings whatſoever, were deſigned to-Chrijt 
as Heir, and ſubjected to this his eternal 
Image incarnate, as Lord and Sovereign of 
them; I think none will deny the Thing, 
though they may diſpute the manner of 
explaining of it. The Scripture plainly tells 
us, Heb. i. 3. God made, i. e. conſtituted 
him to be Heir of all Things ; which Heinſbip 
ſpeaks both his Proprierty in, and his Power 
over all Things. T is as the Son of God, 
the eternal Image of God in our _—_ 
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n 
he ſpeaks of him; when he was conſti- 
tuted God-man, and deſigned to be ſuch, 

he was conſtituted and defigned ſuch an 

Heir of all Things, and all Things ſub- 
jected to him as Proprietor and Lord. 
Now if we conſider Matters aright, we 
ſhall ſee the common Notion, where- 
by Chriſt's Heirſhip is only made the Fruit 
of his Mediatorſhip, is ſhort of what the 
Scripture ſeems to ſet forth to us, and 
what the Glory of Chriſt is. The Son of 


God, as incarnate, is the F:r/t-born of eve- 


ry Creature, which we have ſhown you to 

be a Birth in the Purpoſes of God; ſo that 
the Deſign of God to glorify himſelf in 
him as incarnate, is the Head, the Top, 
the Foremoſt of all God's Deſigns; and he 
muſt have the Honour of being conſidered 
on this Account, not only as above, but as 
before all Creatures whatſoever, not only 
as God, but as the Son of God deſigned to 
be incarnate, and conſidered as ſuch on 
this Deſign. He, as thus the Fir/t-born of 
every Creature, was the eternal Delight, 
the Beloved of the Father, beyond and 
above all Image-beings which he would or 
could create; yea indeed they were as nothing 
to his own eternal Image incarnate. Being 
thus infinitely beloved and glorious as his 
Image to be incarnate, he could not, with 
2 Conſiſtency of Love, or Congruity of 


Car- 
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(48) 
Carriage to him, as one ſo glorious beyond 
all poſſible Images; I fay, he could not 
but prefer him before, and advance him 
above all other Images of his Glory, or all 
other Creatures which he ſhould produce. 
He could love none as he was loved! or put 
the Glory on any he put on him. But 
whereas he was thus infoitely beloved, all 
other Image-beings were made for him and 
for his Glory, as one aſſuming a created 
Nature to himſelf ; which the Apoſtle aſ- 
. ſerts, Col. i. For him were all Things. The 
Dieſign of all Image-beings was the Glory | 
of the eternal Image of God incarnate. 
God did not produce any Creature for it 
felf, and the Delight which of it ſelf it 
might afford him ; nor did he merely pro- 
duce it for himſelf abſolutely, but for him- 
ſelf as deſigning to be glorified in his Son 
| incarnate ; nor yet ſo for himſelf in him, 
as to have no regard to the Honour and 
Glory of his eternal Image, ſhining forth 
in a created Image er Nature; but in de- 
figning his own Glory in thoſe Image- 
| beings, he deſigned the Glory of his Son, 
in and by whom he arrived at the Height 
of that Glory he deſigned or propoſed to 
himſelf, in ſetting up any more external 
Images of himſelf. That therefore his in- 
carnate Image, his Firſt-born, might be 
glorified with himſelf in all created 1 
18 he. | . 
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Images of his Glory. Vea it was his Right, 


. 
he did conſtitute him Heir and Lord unto 
all of them, that in all Things he might 
have the Pre-eminence above them, yea 
that his Glory might ſhine in them. And 


chat his Right and Title might be full, 


and the higheſt poſſible, he had this Roy- 
alty given him, That he, as conſidered in the 
divine Counſels as God- man, ſhould be 
jointly the Creator of all thoſe Images, to 
be produced, with the Father: ſo that he 
was not only Creator as merely God, but 


as conſidered as God-man in the Purpoſes 


and Counſels of the Lord. Whence tis, 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of him as ſuch, doth 


declare, by him all Things were created, 


John i. Col. i. 16. Which is not only ſo 
{poken, becauſe that may be predicated of - 
his Perſon which was done in his either 


Nature, that ſo becauſe the Son of God, 


merely conſidered as God, did create the 
World; for he ſpeaks not'of him merely as 
ſuch, but with an imply'd Relation to the 
human Nature : but becauſe he being the 
Firſt-born of all Creatures in the Lord's 
Purpoſes, and conſidered by God as if ac- 
tually God-man, he perſonally exiſting un- 
der an Engagement and Will to be. ſuch, 
the Lord put that Honour on him as ſuch, 


that he, under that Conſideration, ſhould 


be the Creator with himſelf of all inferior 


CON 


D 
conſidered as God-man, to ſhare in the 
Glory which fundamentally belong'd to 
the Perſon of the Son of God, one with 
the Father: And it is a degrading Chriſt to 
fay, he as God-man is only Creator by way 
of Predication, and that he was not ſo by 
way of divine Eſtimation, or that he was 
not conſidered by God as ſuch. But ſo far 
as his exiſting in our Nature had its Origi- | 
mal in the Will of the Father, fo the Pre- 
rogatives and Glory he had conſequentially 
upon it, as deſigned or actually accompliſh- 
c .d, are aſcribed to the Father's Love to 
| him and Will towards him. So the Father 
is ſaid to make him Heir of all; God, as 
his Father, gave all created Beings unto 
him, as his beloved Son deſigned to the 
Nature of Man. For otherwiſe he is not 
capable of the Gift of them, but as exiſt- 
ing or to exiſt in our Nature. Hence our 
Divines ſay, Chriſt is Heres natus, born 
Heir of all; which, I ſuppoſe, is not 
meant of Chriſt merely as God, but of him 
as God-man, who being the beloved of 
God, as ſuch, all Things are given by the 
| Father to him as his Inheritance. To be 
. ſhort, let us only ſtate the Matter thus: 
* The eternal God deſigned the ſhining forth 
Þ of his Glory in a created Image ; That he 
might have the utmoſt Diſplay of his Glo- 
ry, and have the higheſt Pleaſure in this 
1 3 Way, 


Way, he ordained his own eternal Image 
to aſſume a created Image, which he will d 
to do in an eternal Harmony with the Fa- 
ther. His Son hereon is conſidered by him 
as his incarnate Image and his Firſt-born. 
That his Love to his Son, as thus conſider- 
ed, might appear, he deſigned him a Glo- 
ry with himſelf in all thoſe leſſer Image- 
beings he ſhould produce; and that he 
might be glorified in them and above them, 
ly he not only conferred on him the Preroga- 
?- WM tive to be with himſelf the Creator of 
0 them, but conſequentially Heir, Lord and 
r Sovereign End of all thoſe Image-beings z 
ſo that he might; by all Kind of Titles, 
claim Propriety in them, and every Wa 
have Power over them. And thus are all 
Creatures, all Image-beings, Chri/?'s, for 
him, and under him, who is the infinirel 
beautiful and glorious Image of God, 
cloathed with a created Image and Nature, 
wherein God hath his utmoſt Exaltation 
and Satisfaction. Thus then all Mankind 
were given unto Chriſt, together with all 
other Image-beings. He is Proprietor, 
Lord, and Heir of all, and the vileſt as 
well as the moſt glorious Images are ſub- 
jected to him. * 
But beſides this Propriety the incarnate 
Image of God hath in all, beſides this ge- 
neral Gift, there were ſome Beings peculi- 
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arly given to him of God, or deſigned un- 
to him, which is all one, to be as Compa- 


nions with him in Glory, as exiſting in an 
Image- nature. The Son of God aflumin 


an external Image into Union with him, it 
was not congruous and becoming he ſhould 


exiſt alone, but it was for his Glory to 


have inferior Images of divine Glory ſhin- 


ing with Rays of his Brightneſs, and hap- 
py with him, and in Dependance on him. 
Wherefore as God deſigning him to an Uni- 
on with a created Image, deſign'd to pro- 


duce a Variety of Images, ſo to chuſe out 


of the principal of them ſuch as might be 
as Companions with him, beholding and 


admiring his Glory as the incarnate Image 


of God, and aſcribing all their Images to 
him. Vet herein it did not pleaſe God to 
take any intire Nature, whether of Men or 
Angels, but ſelected, according to ſovereign 
Pleaſure, ſuch as he abſolutely deſigned as 


ſuch Companions with his glorious Image. 


He left out ſome Image- beings, that it 
might appear what a mere Image- being is 
in and of itſelf; but ſome he abſolutely 
deſigned to this State of Fellowſhip with 


his incarnate Image in Bliſs and Glory: 


And thus did he chuſe both Angels and 


. 


Men. We plainly read of the-Elect An- 
gels, and that they are elected to him 1s 
evident, in that he is their Head; * at 
| 5 | | eir 


Welfare of all that Family of Chriſt de- 


lmage of God, whole Beauty alone can ren- 


4 


hols Bliſs: e ſome Way on him is 
evident alſo, both from what hath been 
ſaid of the Meanneſs and Unworthineſs of | 
all Creatures in themſelves conſidered, and 
the Mutableneſs which hath been diſco- 
vered in ſome of them. Yea the Apoſtle 
includes theſe in his Family, Eph. iii. and 
doubtleſs the Supplies, the Order, the 


pend upon him. Their Attendance on him | 
ſhews their Subjection, their beholding 
him with Admiration, 1 Tim. iii. 16. ſpeaks Þ} 
Affection, and their Praiſes of him ſhew 
ſome Advantage by him, Rev. v. No 
| Image-being is or ever was accepted but 
in the beloved Image of God his Son. | 
Theſe then are as glorious Images, glorifi- | 
ed through him, that are the Companions {| 
of the eternal Image of God in a created 
Nature in Bliſs and Glory. And none can 
deny, that all the Bliſs theſe have with } 
him and by him, is without any Conſidera- 
tion of a Fall. And that they were elect- 
ed to him, and are happy in him, not as a 
Saviour or Mediator, but as the glorious 


der an Object beautiful with God, Tis as |} 
God-man, as his incarnate Image, they 
were given unto him to be ſuch Compan- 
nions. Nor can I ſee Reaſon to conſider 
the Matter otherwiſe, as to any other Ima- 


(34) 
ges deſigned for Companions with him in 
Glory. I cannot ſee but they are cho- 
ſen to him under the Conſideration of 
Image- creatures as well as thoſe, and not 
only under the Conſideration of Sinners: 
But that all theſe Image- beings coming up 
before God in his eternal Mind, he did ſe- 
lect ſuch a Number to his Son, who ſhould 


be bleſſed and happy in him for ever. Thus 


were the Angels given or deſigned unto 
him, and thus were the Sons of Men, ſo 


far as I can apprehend. They were imme 
diately and abſolutely as Creatures deſign- 


ce d to his Glory, without Conſideration of 
the Fall or the Entrance of Sin; and ſo 
they were deſigned in the ſame Manner to 


Glory with him. And though there are | 


ſo many Cavils about this Matter, yer, 'till 
I can be perſwaded that God's glorifying 
himſelf in his Son was but a ſecondary, 
yea a kind of accidental Deſign, I ſhall ne- 
ver, I think, believe otherwiſe than that 
as Chriſt was primarily deſigned to the 
Glory of God as God-man, as the higheſt 
Image of Glory poſſible, ſo that thoſe 
who are happy with him, and Compani- 
ons with him in Glory, were primarily de- 


ſigned unto him as ſuch, and to Bleſſedneſs 
in him. But yet thus far we ſee not where- 


in the Lord doth peculiarly ſhew forth his 


Glory, and exalt his Son in reſpect to thoſe 


whoſe 


a 
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whoſe Nature he did eſpecially aſſume: 
And therefore That we ſhall next conſider 
a little. S pe Ros 
We have in general ſaid, That the Spe- 


\ 


ciality of this Glory deſigned to the Image- 


beings in that Nature the eternal Image of 
God aſſumed, conſiſts in his giving them 
or deſigning them to him as his Members, 
ſo as to be repreſented in him from Eterni- 
ty, united to him actually in Time, and 
conformed to him in their Meaſure in the 
Glory, Privileges, Felicity he hath as the 
incarnate Image of God, and their great 
Exemplar. Tis hard to make out theſe 
Things in few Words: I ſhall endeavour 
it as far-as I can. © 7 
To be Companions in Glory, and Mem- 
bers of glorious Jeſus, are different Things. 
There are no Companions indeed with 
_ Chrift in Glory, but have ſome Union with 
him; for Eph. i. 10. Things in Heaven and 
Earth are gathered together in one Head, | 
which is Cbriſt. Whatever Union is by þ| 
| Love, by Subjection unto one Head, fuch | 
an Union is between the angelical Images 
and the incarnate Image of God. But yet a 
more peculiar kind of Union did God de- 
ſign and doth accompliſh between his Son 
and thoſe. Image-beings whoſe Nature he 
aſſumed : which is evident enough from 
this alone, that it cannot be ſaid of any o- 
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ther Beings as is of Believers, —— v. 30. 
We are Members of his Body, Fleſh of bis 
Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone. Where, tho' 
' there 1s an higher Senſe than the literal, yet 
the ſpiritual Senſe is proportionable; and 
as in the literal Senfe it can be ſaid of none 
_ elſe, no more in the ſpiritual Senſe to that 
Degree. = OJ 9 RE 
However inexplicable the Oneneſs of 
theſe finite Images with the incarnate 1- | 
mage of God may be, and is, yet it is the 
moſt peculiar Inſtance to ſet out how much 
more God hath ordained a Glory to him- 
' ſelf and Son, as to Mankind, than as to any 
other Image-beings whatever. For as the 
human Nature of Chriſt became the higheſt 
Image of divine Glory, by its perſonal 
Union with the Son of God, ſo the Per- 
| ſons of theſe inferior Images ſhine with 
the brighter Glory, according to the Near- 
neſs of the Oneneſs they are advanced to 
with him ; and if they have a nearer Uni- 
on, they muſt have an higher Communion 
with the eternal, vital, almighty Image of 
God, who is able to fill them with all the 
Glory he pleaſes. And as the very Union 
made between the eternal Image of God 
and a created Image, hath more of Glory, 
Love, Wiſdom, than. the mere Creation 
of that Nature; ſo the very Union of Souls 
with Chriſt hath brighter Diſplays of Grace, 
N a  Fayour, 
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carnate Image, and as they can be look d. 


Union between his eternal Image and a cre- 


_ Hence Chrift, Fobn xvii. 21. in his plead- 
as moſt taking with the Heart of the Fa- 
n they alſo may be One in us. Wherein he 


_ deſigned Oneneſs as the Way of Happineſs, | 
to wit, the infinite Solace between the Fa- 


T8} 5 
Favour, Power, than the creating of them 
and mere giving a Being unto them, And 
as the infinite Pleaſure of God in that cre- 
ated Image his Son aſſumed, is from its 
Oneneſs with his eternal Image, and as 
look d on as one with him, ſo according to 
the Oneneſs of any Creatures with his in- 


on as one with him, ſuch muſt be the Plea- 
ſure, Delight of God in refpe& unto | 
ſuch Image-beings ; for the more they are 
one with him, the more beloved in him. 
And the very Pleaſure God had in that 


ated Tmage, and the Delight he had in his 
Perſon as ſo incarnate, upon the Account of 
his intimate Oneneſs with him, was the 
great Motive of his taking that Way to 
have Delight in other created Images, 
namely, by the ordaining of them to his in- 
carnate Image to be as Members of him. 


ing for actual Union, which he was to do 
as Mediator, propoſes this Conſideration, * 


ther which he knew, That they may be One, 
as thou Father art in me and 1 in thee, that 


plainly intimates the great Motive of this 
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ther Beings as is of Believers, — v. zo. 
We are Members of his Body, Fleſh of bis 
Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone. Where, tho 
there is an higher Senſe than the literal, yet 
the ſpiritual Senſe is proportionable; and 
as in the literal Senfe it can be ſaid of none 
elſe, no more in the ſpiritual Senfe to that 
.Degree. | eee 
However inexplicable the Oneneſs of | 
theſe finite Images with the incarnate I- | 
mage of God may be, and is, yet it is the 
moſt peculiar Inſtance to ſet out how much 
more God hath ordained a Glory to him- 
ſelf and Son, as to Mankind, than as to any 
other Image-beings whatever. For as the 
human Nature of Chriſt became the higheſt 
Image of divine Glory, by its perſonal 
Union with the Son of God, ſo the Per- 
| ſons of theſe inferior Images ſhine with | 
che brighter Glory, according to the Near- | 
1 neſs of the Oneneſs they are advanced to 
a with him ; and if they have a nearer Uni- 
on, they muſt have an higher Communion | 
with the eternal, vital, almighty Image of 
God, who is able to fill them with all the 
Glory he pleaſes. And as the very Union 
made between the eternal Image of God 
and a created Image, hath more of Glory, 
Love, Wiſdom, than. the mere Creation 
of that Nature; ſo the very Union of Souls 
with Chriſt hath brighter Diſplays of Grace, 
=]. . - Fayour, 


FS} 
Favour, Power, than the creating of them | 
and mere giving a Being unto them. And 
as the infinite Pleaſure of God in that cre= | 
ated Image his Son aſſumed, is from its 
Oneneſs with his eternal Image, and as 
look'd on as one with him, ſo according to 


the Oneneſs of any Creatures with his in- 
carnate Image, and as they can be look d. 


on as one with him, ſuch muſt be the Plea- 
ſure, Delight of God in reſpect unto 
ſuch Image-beings ; for the more they are 
one with him, the more beloved in him. 


Union between his eternal Image and a cre- 


ated Image, and the Delight he had in his 


Perſon as ſo incarnate, upon the Account of 
his intimate Oneneſs with him, was the 
great Motive of his taking that Way to 
have Delight in other created Images, 


namely, by the ordaining of them to his in- 


carnate Image to be as Members of him. 


Hence Chrift, Fobn xvii. 21. in his plead- 


ing for actual Union, which he was to do 
as Mediator, propoſes this Conſideration, 


as moſt taking with the Heart of the Fa- 
ther which he knew, That they may be One, 


as thou Father art in me and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be One in us. Wherein he 
plainly intimates the great Motive of this 


deſigned Oneneſs as the Way of Happineſs, || 
to wit, the infinite Solace between the Fa- 
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ther and him upon the Account of the glo- 
rious Union between them. And though 
the ſame Union cannot be intended, yet 
ſuch an Union is intended, as might raiſe 
up the higheſt Satisfaction and Pleaſure. i in 
God in beholding theſe created Images. 
Nor can it be conceived how the incarnate 
Image of God could come to have either 
a greater Glory or Pleaſure in any created 
Images, than by their being united to him. 
For mern they are but a ſecondary Glory 
to him, ſince his Union and Communion 
with the Deity in his incarnate State is in- 
finitely a brighter Glory and fuller Felici- 
ty, yet he could not have an higher Glory 
wich reſpect to Images without himſelf, 
than to have them made his in ſuch a man- 
ner that they ſhould be as one with him, 
and loved and bleſt in him. All the World 
of Images were given him as Heir of all; 
they are his Goods, Poſſeſſions; Angels 
alſo were given him as Companions, Sub- 
jects, yea Servants alſo: but theſe were 
not given him as his Body, which he was 
ſo immediately to fill with Life, Virtue, 
and Influence. This is the Title put upon 
the Church, Eph. i. ult. Which is his Body, 
' the Fulneſs of him that filleth all Things. 
Being his Body they are his Fulneſs as 
Head, wherein as Head he is compleated, 


perfected, and glorified : For 00 . 
| 2 


S). 


of his Fulneſs' Grace fur Grace, John i. 16. 


50 they ate reckoned his own Fulneſs as a2 


Head. And hence'Chrift reckons them his 


Glory, John XVII. f To. Al / : f hi N ar n ine, 
and I am gho#1fied" in them; not only 5 


* Py 


chem inſtrumentally, but in them perſonal- 


ly. He ſpeaks of them as given him of 


the Father to be his Members 3 as ſuch 

they were given him as his Glory, that his 
Glory, as the incarnate Image of God, 
ſhould ſhine in all theſe little Images tak- 
en into Union with him. - And, doubtleſs, 
a ſpecial Delight and Pleaſure muſt needs 
reſult from their Union with him, and his 


enjoying them as the Members of his Bo- 


dy; for according to Nearneſs of Relation 
of Things to us is their Dearneſs and De- 


lightfulneſs; ſo our Children are more dear 
and delightful than Goods or outward Trea- 


ſures; 8 to Dictate of Nature 
and Scripture, a Wife, as one Fleſh, ſhould 
be deareſt ; which the Apoſtle preſſeth as 


the great Foundation of Affection, Eph. v. 


ſhewing that the Dearneſs of Chriſt's Love 


to Believers did reſult from the Conſidera- 
tion of their Oneneſs with him. And ſure- 
ly for Chriſt, ſo glorious an Image of God, 
to look on theſe little Images of divine Glo- 
ry as his own, and united to him, yea and 


little Copies or Pictures of him, muſt con- 


tribute to his Pleaſure in them. Beſides 
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(6) 
all this, through this Oneneſs the Depend. 
ance of all their Glory and Felicity an dies 
the Security and Stability of it, is provided 
for, and moſt rally manifeſted. - For theſe 

and ſuch like bleſſed Ends, too large to be 
now rehearſed, we may ſee how congruous 
it was, both to the Deſigns of God for his 
Praiſe and Pleaſure, and for the honouring 
and exalting his eternal Image incarnate, 
to conſtitute him a Head, to ordain theſe 
inferior Images to ſuch an Union with him 
as indeed he did. But if you ask why then 
he did not ordain the angelical Images to 
the ſame State, I can only ſay, I know not 
how nigh an Union they have with Chriſt, 
but that his Son eſpecially being united to 
the Nature of theſe Images, the Lord was 
pleaſed to ordain them to a ſpecial Oneneſs 
— . 8 . 
It being now evident, as I think, that 
the Lord, in his very firſt Purpoſe of creat- 
ing theſe Images, did deſign, ordain, and 
give them to his own eternal Image, con- 
ſidered as one to be incarnate, it will hence 
follow, that he ſhould be look'd on in the 
preſentiating Purpoſes of God, as actually 
exiſting as their Head and their Repreſenta- 
tive, That the Son of God did actually 
exiſt with the Father from all Eternity 1s 
agreed on by thoſe concerned in theſe 

Truths ; That the Decree of God, _ 
: Me makes: 


| ( 6x ) 3 
makes Things poſſible to be future in the 
Nature of Things, makes them as preſent, 
as to God, is what none, I ſuppoſe, will 
deny; the Lord then ordaining his Son to 
aſſume a created Image, his Son willing, 
conſenting ſo to do, he then came to be 
conſidered by God as if he had actually 
cloathed himſelf with it. And thus our 
| Divines in general aſſent, that Chriſt from 
before the Foundation of the World having 
engag d to take on him the Nature of Man, 
and become a Saviour, was actually conſi- 
dered by God as doing it, and on that Ac- 
count ſo many were ſaved by him whilſt he 
did not actually exiſt in a human Nature as 
to Men. And without doubt, the Decrees 
of God being joined with all the Power, 
Wiſdom, &c. required to the fulfilling of 
them, muſt preſentiate Matters decreed un- 
to him: Whence it doth appear, it is not 
ſtrange or abſurd to ſay, that the Son of God 
defign'dto human Nature, ſhould be actually 
conſidered by God as a God-man, or as his 
eternal Image incarnate ; eſpecially conſi- 
dering, that he had not only a virtual, decre- 
tal Exiſtence in the Lord's Purpoſes, but 
that his Perſon actually was before God, 
and with God, and ſo capable of all Tranſ- 
actions with him. Thoſe created Images 
which ſhould be united to him had but 
fuch an Exiſtence as the Decree of God 


gives | 
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give: to Beings; but tho' they could not ſo 


fully be faid to be actually his Members, 

he may be ſaid to have exiſted as their 
.Head, becauſe he eternally was, and they 
irrevocably given unto. him. Hence he 


was truly their Head and Repreſentative, 
as Members given to him ; whence he 


ſpeaks of himſelf as actually rejoicing and 


delighting in them, Prov. viii. 31. My De- 
tights were with the Sons of Men. Vet he 


ſpeaks there of what he was and did be- 


fore any of the Sons of Men were created. 
Thus thoſe who were given to Chriſt to be 
= His Members, had not only a common kind 


of Being with all other created Images, 
but a repreſentative Being in the eternal 


Image of God, conſider d before God as 
their Head, and as one incarnate. Which 
ought to be conſidered as a ſpecial Hluſtra- 
tion of the Love of God to theſe human 


Images, and the Riches of his Grace unto 


them. For thus God view'd them, not. 


only in his Decrees, but look'd on them 
with everlaſting Love, as beheld in this 
Relation his Counſels had fix'd between 
them and his incarnate Image, who ſuſtain- 


ed in a manner their Perſons before God 


from all Eternity. Hence all primary Acts 


of Grace which reſpect their Perſons from 


Eternity, are ſaid to be in him ; which 


Words are to be-explain'd from this repre- 


ſentative 


(6) 


ſentative Union with him, : thro' the im- 


mediate Deſignation of them to him as 
his Members. All Acts of Love fell on 


them as thus conſider'd as originally belong- 
ing unto him. So they were choſen in him, 
Eph. i. 4. Inaſmuch as all the Glory they 


were lead to was as Members of. him, 


and related to him. So alſo were they ac- 


cepted in him; that is, eternally look d on 


with Grace and Favour, as view'd in that 


Oneneſs with his eternal incarnate Image. 
For as God loves none in Time but as in 


him, ſo did he regard none in ee but 


f 


as 0 conſider d. 

But as God ordain'd chefs 1 Images 
to ſuch a bleſſed Oneneſs with his incar- 
nate Image, ſo to a Likeneſs alſo which 
might be anſwerable to the Intimouſneſs 


of that Oneneſs which he deſign'd them 


unto : That thus his Son, his glorious. 


Image, was to be the great Exemplar as to 
all thoſe Images united to him; and they 


to be as little Copies, Pictures of his Glo- 


Ty and Felicity: That as God beheld with 
infinite Pleaſure his Glory ſhining in the 


higheſt in his own incarnate Image, ſo his 


Son might have the Pleaſure of beholding 
himſelf and his own Glory pictur d out and 
ſhining in theſe leſſer Images in ſuch bleſ- 
ſed Oneneſs with him. To underſtand 


this Matter more diſtinctly, we may conſi- 
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der 


Tn " 
der how all the Gr ace, Glory, Felicity, 
Souls do arrive at through Chriſt, was given 


to him for them, was given to them in 


bim, and given to them by him. 


Whatever Blifs, Felicity, Glory, any of 


theſe created Images, of which we ſpeak, 


ever come to have, was from Eternity 


given unto Chriſt, as their Head, for them. 
God giving their Perſons to him, gave 
their Portion alſo, v/z. the Bliſs and Glory 


they ſhould have. That is, in his Tranſ- 


actions with his own Son as to be incarnate, 
he not only made their Perſons his by de- 
| figning ſuch a Oneneſs, but he made over 


to him by eternal Purpoſe and Promiſe fuch 
_ a State of Glory for theſe Perſons as might 


expreſs the Height of that Love he bore 
_ unto them as his Members, and belonging 
unto him. . 
Thus, Titus i. 2. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 


Hope of eternal Life, whieh God that 
cannot lye promis d before the World be- 


gan. Where we are to obſerve, that he 
ſays not from the Foundation of the World, 


as ſometimes; then it might have been ap- 
ply'd to the firſt Promiſe, Gen. iii. 15. but 


he ſpeaks of a Promiſe before the World 
began, i. e. in Eternity. Nor doth he ſay, 
which God had F e before the World 
began, but which he promiſed. All Pur- 
poſes are conſidered as internal Acts, limited 
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to one's ſelf ; hence we read, Epheſ i. of 
the Purpoſe God purpoſed in himſelf. But 
a Promiſe is a relative Act, and imports an 


Obligation one lays himſelf under to an- 


other. Now no one is capable of having 
a Promiſe made him bur as exiſting, or 


as one Exiſts to whom the Promiſe is made 


for him. Since then we did not exiſt be- 


fore the World began, it cannot be pro- 
perly ſaid it was promiſed us directly. 


But the eternal Image of God to be in 


Time incarnate, exiſted, and the Promiſe 


of eternal Life, and fo all Happineſs, was 
made to him for us; he not only exiſt- 
ing, but being conſidered as a Head to 


thoſe created Images that. ſhould enjoy 


eternal Life in him. And doubtleſs, 1 
ay, if eternal Life was thus promiſed him 
for us, then all kind of Bleſſings with 
relation to it. Thus he, as Head, had all 


given him for us. 


But the Lord did not only give him 


thus all the Glory of his Members for 
them, but it was all given to them in 
him; which we muſt explain more large- 


ly. Now though the giving theſe created 


Images their Glory in him imports the 
Conſideration of their deſigned Oneneſs 


with him, and Relation to him, as the 


great Motive on the account of which 


God did abſolutely beſtow all upon them, 
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et this takes not up the fall Senſe. 0 


; mport of that Word.: But as he gave 


them their * and Happineſs in Con- 


ſideration him as their Head, ſo in 
en A him as ſuch; that as he 
was their Head, ſo their Exemplar alſo; 


which we may underſtand, if we con- 
125 the Matter diſtinctly. The eternal 
Image of God was equal to the F ather 
in Glory and Felicity, as his Son, and 


his Glory no otherwiſe given him than 


his. Being, which can no ways properly be. 


ſaid given unto him, Deity implying ne- 


ceſſary Exiſtence. But this eternal Image 
being to cloath himſelf with a created 
Image, for the Manifeſtation of the divine 
Glory and his Pleaſure, twas not poſſible 
he ſhould be ordain d to this State, to this 
incarnate Way of Exiſtence, without a 


Glory becoming the Son of God, and ſuit- 


ed to this new Way of exiſting to the 
Father's glorious Delight and Content- 
ment. Nor was it poſſible but that his 
Glory ſhould. be proportionable to the Af- 
fection and infinite Love of God unto him, 
and anſwerable to his Deſign of making 


the higheſt Manifeſtation poſſible of him- 


ſelf in this glorious incarnate Image. Nor 


could the Son of God have accepted ſuch 


a State without the Aſſignation of ſuch a 


Glory to him as was becoming his Perſon 
in 
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in ſuch a Condition: Hence as he was 
ordain A to appear and exiſt cloath' d with 
a created Image, both that created Image 


which was his human Nature, and His 
Perſon, which included both Natures, had 
ſuch Dignities, Excellencies, Royalties, 
Prerogatives, granted to it and conferr d 


upon it. The Union it ſelf, conſider d as 


to the human Nature, was the higheſt 


Glory of all, as well as the Foundation 
of all other Glory. Therefore though 
the human Nature, the created Image 
confider'd in itfelf, had no ſuch Title to, 
or Worthineſs of Glory, yet being united 

to the eternal Image, its Dignity was ad- 

vanced, and its Right by Union exceed- 


ing extenſive, as to all kind of Glory. 
For it was meet that the Glory of the 
eternal Image ſhould ſhine forth in this 
created Image aſſumed by him to that 


End. Hence this human Nature was or- 
dain'd to the higheſt internal Perfections 


of Holineſs, Grace; the higheſt divine 
Privileges of Communion with God, di- 


vine Communications made to it, divine 
Relations conferr d upon it; to the higheſt 


external Perfections and Shines of Glory, 


ſuch as it now is cloath'd with in his ex 


alted State, wherein all the external Glor 
of the Creation is darkened with the 


luſtrateci 
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1 
luſtrated with the Rays of the eternal 
divine Image dwelling in it and united to 
it. Beſides rt which ſeems eſpe- 


cially terminated in the Nature, and re- 
ſpecting of it, there is the Glory of his 
Perſon as a God-man, which Glory is the 
Relation of Sonſhip, the infinite Affection 
born to him merely for the ſake of his 
Perſon, as ſo infinitely beautiful an Ob- 
ject. Beſides this Glory, there's a relative 
Slory, as to all created Images, his Per- 
ſon having the Precedency before them in 
divine Conſideration, being the Creator 
of them, the End for which they were 
created, and the Lord over them. This 
and much more Glory was abſolutely or- 
dained to the incarnate Image of God, as 
his Bliſs, Felicity, in that State, and as 
cloath'd with a created Nature. And al- 
though he came into the actual Enjoy- 
ment of ſome of this Glory, through the 
Work of Mediation, yet great Part of it 
is merely the Reſult of Union, abſolutely 
his Right as the eternal Image of God 
r . 
This Glory being ordain'd to the eter- 
nal Image of God in his incarnate State, 
we are now to ſee how as God ordain'd 
created Images to an Oneneſs with him, 
ſo to a Likeneſs to him. And here 'tis 
evident that no Creature-Image whatſo- 
143 1 
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ever is capable of ſuch a Height of Glory 
as the human Nature of Chriſt, ſo im- 
mediately united to the eternal Image of 


| God filling it with all vital ' Influences. 
Tis alſo evident there can be no real 


Glory in any created Image, which ſhould | 
not be tranſcendently in that created 
Image the Son of God himſelf afſum'd 


into Union; fo that all Glory that is in 


any Creature can be no more than a Sha- 
dow, a Picture, a leſſer Draught of that 
Glory that is in him. Tis alſo evident 
that he being thus the higheſt Image, 
the firſt and brighteſt ever ſet up, is di- 
rectly the grand Exemplar unto all, ſo 
far as real Glory ſhines in them. And tis 
no leſs certain, that tis the ſovereign 
Pleaſure of God alone, that determined 
what of this Glory ſhould be pictured 
out, as it were, in one and another cre- 
ated Image. Tis alſo already proved, 
that the Lord was pleaſed to deſign thoſe 
created Images, exiſting in that Nature 
his Son aſſumed, to a peculiar Confor- 
mity to his own incarnate Image. And 
now remains that we conſider how and 
in what reſpects he, as their Head, is 
conſtituted their grand Pattern and Ex- 
emplar in Glory, ſo that in God's ordain- 
ing his incarnate Image to ſuch a Glory, 
he did therein ordain a Glory to a in- 
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ferior Images deſigned to him as his 
Members, who were to ſhine in the Glo- 
ry of him their Head. Now that the 
Lord did in a ſpecial Manner thus fer 
up his Son as ſuch an Exemplar, the A- 
poſtle fully declares in theſe Words, Rom. 
viii. 29. Whom he did foreknow, be did pre. 
 deſtinate to be conformed to the Tmage of 


oy 


his Son, that he might be the Firſt-born 


among many Brethren. Where the Apo- 
ſtle in few Words ſums up the Happi- 
"neſs the eternal Objects of divine Love 


were ordained unto, and that is confor- 
mity to the Image of the eternal Son of 


God, as cloathed with a created Image, 
for as ſuch he ſpeaks of him. That this 


might be more evident, he conſiders Chriſt 


as the Firſt-born, which cannot be mere- 
ly ſpoken of him as God, ſince as ſuch 
he is the only begotten Son of God; but 


as he is ſaid to be the Firſt-born of all 
Creatures; and as we explained that to 
be, as to God's Purpoſes, and his Pre- 
cedency and Pre-eminence above all there- 


in, ſo are we to explain this alſo of the 


Priority due to Chriſt, in our Conſidera- 


tion of him with reſpec to all the Sons 
of God. He then being 
Son, the primary Image, had fuch a Glory 
as we have ſhew'd, ordain'd unto him. 
He, as veſted with this Glory, was or- 


the firſt-born 


dain'd 


created Images whoſe Nature he took. 


nal Image incarnate, without ſuch a Glo- 
than confer a Glory upon it anſwerable to 
Members, it was neceſſary for the Glory 


of his Son, as their Head; that there ſhoild. 


them; and ſince it was that Image wh ich 


torm'd.to the Image ſo delightful to hjim; - 
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They, as Members of him, were ordain d 
to a Glory alſo. For if God could not 
ordain a created Nature to exiſt in Union 


Glory, no more could he ordain any in- 
ferior Image to an Oneneſs with his eter- 


ry as was anſwerable to the Union and 
Oneneſs. For as be could not but love 
it, and love it highly, confidered as uni- 
ted with the infinitely well-pleaſing Image 


of his Son, fo his Love could do no leſs 
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his Affection, and to the Relation. Theſe 
inferior ſecondary Images being then or- 
dained to Glory, not merely as Crea- 
tures conſidered in themſelves, but as de- 
ligned unto him, and look d upon as his 


be a Conformity between his Glory end 
theirs as ſo belonging to him, that a glori- 
ous Head might have glorious Members, 


and that his. Glory might ſhine forth. in 


ſhined in his Son wherein God was ſo in- 
finitely pleas d, that for his Pleaſure in 
thoſe leſſer Images they ſhould be c on- 
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mity in Glory to this Image of his Son 
was not ordain'd according to what of 


ter, it was becoming the divine Goodneſs 


incarnate Image, not only as his Son to 
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for what other Image could be grateful | 
in his Eye? Now whereas this Confor- 


Worthineſs might be imagined in a Crea- 
ture, but according to the Meaſures the 
Love of God to his Son, and his Deſign 
to exalt him, might give him in pro- 


portioning of this Glory unto thoſe united 


with him; hence, I ſay, it could not be 
any low Conformity could anſwer his bleſ- 


| ſed Ends and Deſigns; but fince the Ho- 


nour and Pleaſure of Chriſt, as well as 
his own, were ſo concern'd in this Mat- 


and Wiſdom to exemplify ſo glorious and 
pleaſing a Pattern in the higheſt manner; 
yet ſo that every created Image might ſee 
its Diſtance from, and Shortneſs of, the 
ſupreme Exemplar, and all the Members 
be adoring the Preheminence of their 


Head. Hence God ordaining Glory to his 


ſhine in his ſingle Glory, but as a Head to 
ſhine in thoſe Image- beings ordain'd as his 
Members, did appoint the ſame Glory to 
the one and the other, though in different 
Meaſures, and with a Reſerve of ſome 
peculiar Glory to his Son, which none 
was to ſhare in. Whereas then the firſt 
and primary Glory of that created * 
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leges and Enjoyments, to 
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the Son of God afſunr'd was its Union 
with his Perſon, ſo were theſe Creature- 
Images ordain'd to his Son, ordain'd to a 


bleſſed Oneneſs with him, as the Foun- 


dation of all further Glory he ſhould con- 


fer Upon them, as the Means of all Hap- 
pineſs to them. And ſo this Union is 
ſer forth by Chriſt, Fobn xvii. both as his 
own higheſt Glory, and the greateſt Glo- 
ry of thoſe who are his. And as that 


human Nature ſo united was ordain'd to 
the Glory of ſuch internal Perfections of 
_ Holineſs, Grace, repreſenting God in all 
his moral Perfections; ſo the ſame Glory, 


though in a lower Meaſure, was ordain- 
ed to all his Members, they being de- 
ſign'd as Images of him herein. And 
whereas all external Glory was ordain'd to 
that human Nature ſo united, ſo are his 


Members ordain'd to a Conformity to his 


glorious Body, Phil. iii. 21. ſo they were 


appointed to that Glory of Place and State 


with him, as might be ſhown at large. 
And whereas the Perſon: of this incarnate: 
Image was ordain'd to all glorious Privi- 

Real and 


Preheminences beyond and above all, ſuch 


a Glory alſo was at once ordain'd to them; 
ſo as he in his Perſon, in both Natures 
united, had the Glory of being Son ok 


God, ſo are they ordain'd in him, and as 
K his 
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his Members, to be Sons and Children of 
God. As his Perſon was conſtituted the 


End of other inferior Images, ſo the A- 
poſtle tells us, Believers are ſome way the 


| Jpectal End, under him, 1 Cor. iii. 2 1. All 


things are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, &c. 
And thus it were eaſy to multiply In- 


| ſtances to ſhew how all human Images 
ordain'd to ſome Oneneſs with this bleſſed 
Head had a conformable Glory ordain'd | 


to them. Thus Chriſt tells us of Believ- 


ers being lov'd by the Father as he was 


lov'd by him, John xvii. 23. And the A- 
poſtle, 2 Tim. i. 9. ſpeaks of Grace given 


us in Chriſt before the World was, com- 
prehending all the Bleſſings conferr'd on 


3 as Head and Exemplar. So Epheſ. 
2. he hath bleſt us with all Bleſſings in 
rea And the Diſpenſations of God in 


Time are anſwerable hereunto, his Work 
of Grace being but a forming Chrift in 


us, Gal. iv. and his glorifying of us 
but a changing into the ſame Image from 


Glory to Glory. So that I doubt not but 


you ſee the Truth of this, That God or- 
daining Glory to his Son as his incarnate 


Image, ordain'd a like Glory to thoſe Ima- 


ges whom he ordain'd to him as Members. 
Now to fay how all our Glory is given 


us by Chriff, as well as ordain'd to us in 


him, in a word 'tis thus: 4 His Will be- 


al-  Us — p—_— — ®.. 


near Union with him. 


with his very Purpoſe of creating them * 
I re N | 
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ing infinitely conformable to the Will of 


the Father, his aſſuming a created Image 
being alſo of his own Will, his Heart as 


incarnate being ſo towards the Image-beings, 


given to him, and all their Felicity coming 


ſo from him, ſo he is ſaid to give it to them. | 
This appears, if you conſider but two Pla- 


ces, John xvii. 22. And the Glory thou gaveſt 
me, I have given them; with John xv. . As my 


Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you; 
That ſee how the Father loves his incarnate 


Image, and diſplays his Affection to him, 
ſo doth Chriſt to thoſe inferior Image- beings, 


which were given to him and taken to a 


Now herein it is that God in a ſpecial 


manner glorifies himſelf, as to that Nature 


which his Son aſſum'd. Although the an- 


gelic Nature is not left out, nor meanly 


exalted in him; yet is Chriff in a more 


e manner a Head, an Exemplar in his 
lory, with reſpect to Man than them. 


PRoPosITION XIII. 


7 bough the tart for bis own Pleaſure 


and Delight, did thus ordain his Son ta 
become his incarnate Image, and did abſo- 
lutely defign ſome created Images to be his 
Companions and Members, in and together 
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( 76 * 
yet that theſe Tmaz age-bei s might the more 
oth ee be bal For. 1 55 he Depend. 
ance of all their Felicit ty on his incarnate 
. Image, and that all the glorious Perfecti. 
ons in God's eternal Being might ſhine forth 
in and through his incarnate Son, it pleg 15 
ed God to ordain theſe Tmages, in their 
firſt created State, to ſuch a mutable Condi- 
tion, whereby, in a Manner moſt conſiſtent 
with all his Ghry, there might be ſuch a Fall 
as might be an Occaſion ky Nee to the Ac- 
compliſing theſe Ends and Deſigns. 
owever the Branches of this Head may 
be cavill'd at by Men, yet the Conſidera- 
tions we have propos d and eſtabliſh'd, and 
the Confirmations we ſhall add at preſent, 
T hope will make the whole of i it appear to 
— 
There is none can doubt or deny chat all : 
Creature images were created in themſelves 
mutable Creatures, and in a changeable 
State; neither can a Creature, as ſuch be 
otherwiſe. The very Liberty and Indiffe- | 
rency Men contend for, involves a Muta- 
_ bility in it, ſuppoſes they 2 embrace 
Evil as well as Good. +; + | 
That this Mutability ined; in the Fall 
of both, ſome of the Angels, 4 nd the whole 
of Mankind, in ſome refpeti, is not a Mat- 
rer conteſted by any that own the Scriptures. 
The Fall of the DoS as: i Be- 
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ings, is beyond Contradiction, from whit- 
Ju ds ſays, ver. 6. And the Fall of Man 18 
4 mutable Being, bath not only the Scrip- 
ture Evidence, but manifeſt Experience, 
to confirm it; ſo that being made mutable,; 
both became ſinful and mi iberable, ; 
And doubtleſs none will fay bur God: 
could have made them Fust and have 
given them a Liberty not ſubject to be per- 
verted to Sin. He could have made tham 
free Agents, and yet in a ſure Eſtate. How] 
elſe are the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fect, eſtabliſn d in Bliſs and Glory? 80 mw 
their Mutability reſulted from his Will, as 
well as from = Nature as Creatures. 
Nor. will any dare to ſay, that the mak 
ing of Creatures in a mutable State, leaving! 
a Poflibility of Sin, was a Matter inconſiſ- 
tent with the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Ho- 
lineſs of God. 1 Men 1 impeach. his 
Righteouſneſs and ee 0 leaving 
any room for his Creatures to be miſera ble? 
Will we ſay, that it was not like a Ged to 
confer ſuch a Liberty on the Will of Angels 
and Men as might any Way expoſe them to- 
be revail d on to rebel againſt him? Who 
hath been his Counſellor, and who ſhall BB 
dare to be his Cenſurer? k : 
If it were conſiſtent with his Glery to 
make them i in a State fo mutable, vyas it 
not alſo conſiſtent with it to leave them 
ü ä to 
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to be miſerable ? Was he bound to prevent 
their Miſery ? He was then obliged to put 
them beyond the Condition of Mutabili- 
ty. Though therefore he could not create 
them directly miſerable,” he might honour- 
ably create them mutable; and'tho' Muta- 
bility was from their Nature, their Sin and 
Miſery was from their Will and Liberty. 
To imagine that the infinite Wiſdom 
was ignorant of the Iſſue of their muta- 
ble State, and the Choice their Free-wills 
would make, and the Fall enſuing there- 
on, is plainly to deny him to be omniſci- 
ent, and to ſuppoſe the Creature not only 
free, but independent on him. And 
whereas tis generally owned, That God 
before the Foundation of the World did 
decree to ſend a Saviour, and the A- 
poſtle Peter expreſly ſays it, Chap. i. and 
ſo many Scriptures declare ſuch Acts of 
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Grace on his Account before the World 
was, as Fph. i. 4. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i. 3. 
} Tis undeniably ſure, the Fall of Man was 
no accidental Thing to God, was no more 
chan he knew of before; how elſe was a 
= Saviour decreed and determined before? 
And now we may conſider, whether any 
can deny whether the Fall of Angels and 
Men hath not been a Means and Occaſion 
for accompliſhing ſuch Ends and Deſigns 
as we have named. Hath not the No- 
1 5 thingneſs 
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to clear Dependance on Chriſt for all their 
Acceptance and Felicity: 


Fuller Diſplay of his Glory in his incarnate 
Image, and the manifeſting the Depen- 


- on him? Can we ſay the Ends are ſuch as 
became not God, or the Means ſuch as re- 
fle& upon him? FZS 


. , $4 N. 


thingneſs; of mutable Creatures, in them- 


ſelves, appeared in their ſinful Lapſe? Hach 


it not been a Means to diſplay the Depend- 
ance of whatever Glory, Stability, Felicity 


they have, on the incarnate Image of God? 


Hath not God hereby been making in Chriſt 


| a fuller Manifeſtation of his Perfections, 
than was ever in the firſt Creation of Image- 


beings? Are there not higher Diſcoveries 
of Love, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and new Diſ- 
coveries of Patience, Mercy, Long- ſuffer- 
ing? Are not all Image- beings brought in- 


And what is there n 


ow that can be diſ- 


puted, but whether we may ſay that the 


infinitely wiſe God did not, with an Eye 


to theſe Ends, ordain the creating of them 
in ſuch a mutable State, whereby ſuch a 
Fall would be as might be a Means for 


accompliſhing of them? May we conſider 


their Fall as foreknown, their Fall as ſure, 
their Fall as ſubſervient to bring in a Sa- 


viour, and may we not conſider it as a 
Means looked on by God as meet for the 


dance of all his Regard to Creature-Images 


Surely 


n 

-- Surely theſe Deſigns are ſuch as may 
be aſcribed to God conſiſtently with his 
| Glory. Twas for the Honour of his in- 
cCarnate Image that all elſe ſhould be be- 
| Holden to him for what Favour was 
| fhewn them, and what Felicity was con- 
"3.4 | 

| 
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bY ferr'd upon them. "Twas not unworthy 
of him to have Images, in whom and to 
= whom his Mercy, Patience, Grace, might 
ſhine, as well as Power, Wiſdom, and 
meer Goodneſs, Twas not an unfuitable 
Thing to commend and ſet off his Love, 
by difplaying it through ſuch dark Shades, 
and rendering it admirable and adorable 
through ſuch a Way of exerciſing of it. 
Was the Means by which this is ac- 
compliſh'd,” and acknowledg'd by us in 
general to be ſo, were theſe diſhonourable 
to God? This is what Men imagine who 
WW meaſure God by themſelves. Could any 
ching ſet out the Dependance of all on 
= Chr: more, than the leaving theſe created 
= Images to fall, as ſtanding by themſelves? 
Could Mercy, could Patience, could Grace 
co Hell-deſerving Creatures, have appear d 
or been manifeſted, had not ſueh an Oc- 
caſion been? Could the Heights of divine 
Love have been evidenced ſo fully in 
Chrift, without ſuch a State were ſup- 
poſed, wherein a Saviour was needed? Or 
ſhall we fay God could not fix on fuch _ 
„ Ways 


(eg, 


Ways and Methods without Wrong to 


Man, and Reflection on himſelf? Was it 
2 Wrong to Man to be made mutable, 


to have ſuch a Liberty of Will, or was it 
a Wrong to the Angels that fell? Was 
it a Wrong to Man to be puniſhed for 
Sin; freely, voluntarily committed, tho 
certainly foreknown? What if we can- 
not reconcile all the Difficulties our Fan- 


ties raiſe, can we deny this Fall to be with 


his Forefight, or deny the Ends accom- 
pliſh'd by it? p 


If then the Ends accompliſh'd by this 
Fall were ſo great; if the Manner of this 


Fall was ſuch that the Blame muſt he on 
the Creature, I cannot ſee but we may 
conſider it in the Purpoſes of God as a 
Means to accompliſh thoſe Ends. 
Nor can I ſee how ſuch as will own 


; - eternal Love to any, and build it all 
upon Chriſt, can poſſibly deny what we 
no plead for. For if God firſt deter- 


mined to create Man an Object of Love, 


conſider'd in himſelf and created State, 
and then determin'd to permit him to fall 


and become miſerable, and then to love 
him again in Chriſt, when become an Ob- 


ject of Hatred : I ſay if it be thus, the 


primary Love of God to the Perſons of 
any is not built on Chriſt, but they are 
e . loved 


loved abſolutely as Creatures, and only 
loved through Chriſt as Sinners: So that 
Chriſt comes in but in a ſecondary Way, 

as the Reaſon of the Love of God 46 
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25 Age 14. line 6. from the bottom, after greatef Pleaſure, 


add, and Content. p. 20. I. 3. from the bottom, for meſt, 
read utmoſt. p. 25. I. 8. after Image, add 4 this. p. 37. 


J. 9. from the bottom, for Orders, read Order. p. 46. I. 12. 


trom the bottom, after 7, read here. p. 50. I. 2. from the 
bottom, for have, read make. p. Fl. I. 12. from the bot- 


tom, for and, read as. p. 53. I. 3. from the bottom, for 


Com pannions, read Companions. p. 54+ 1. 6, from the top, 
ave out that, JC . Ab 


but their Etymologies from the Antient 


Italian, Spaniſh, Latin, Greek, Hebrew. 1 
Chaldee, &c. each in its proper Character. 'Y 


and Myſteries following. Together with 4 
Accents directing to their proper Pronunci- 


fairs, Mathematicks, Mechanicks, Meg 
chandize, Metaphyſicks, Meteorology, Na- 
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Print jo Bier HE ale. af the 
Bible in Cornhill. 4 


7 w" onari um Bevtanai cum: "©. a more 4 
compleat Univerſal Etymological Eng- 
liſh Dictionary than any extant... Containing. Þ 
not only the Words and their Explication, | 


Britiſh, Teutonick, Law and High Dutch, 
Saxon, Daniſh; Normanand modern French, 


Alſo explaining hard and technical Words, 
or Terms of Art, in all the Arts, Sciences, 


ation, ſhewing both the Orthography and 3 
Orthoepia of the Engliſh Tongue, viz. in 


Agriculture, Algebra, Anatomy, Archi- E 
tecture, Arithmetick, . Aſtrology, Aſtrono» Þ 
my, Botanicks, Catoptricks, Chymiltry, 
Chyromancy, Chirurgery, Confectionary, 
Cookery, Coſmography 1 
tricks, Ethicks, Fiſhing, Fortification, Gar- 
dening, Gauging, Geography, Geometry, 


Dialling, Diop- 


Grammar, Gunery, Handicrafts, Hawk» 4 
ing, Heraldry, Horſemanſhip, Huſbandry, 2 


Hydraulicks, Hydrography, Hydroſtaticks, 


Law, Logick, Maritime and Military Af- 1 


vigation, Opticks, Otacouſticks, Painting, 


fic 
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1 Heek, yd en, en Rhee N 2 * 
KY ur bo Staticks, Statuary, Survey - 
ology, and Trigonometry. Itluſtratl * 

With n near five hundred Cuts, for Siving 
clearer Idea of thoſe Figures not ſo well -: 
prehended by verbal Deſcription. Likewifß 
2 Collection and Explanation of Words and be 
Phraſes ufed in our ancient Charters, Sta? 
tutes, Writs; Old Records, and Proceſſes at 
Law. Alfo the Theogony, Theology, and 
eee of the Egyptians, Greeks, Ro- 
mans, &c. being an account of their Deities, 
lennities either Religious or Civil; their 
ens, Auguries, Oracles, Hierogly- 30 
pPhicks, and many other curious Matters, 
_neceſlary. to be underſtood, eſpecially by the. 
Readers of Engliſb Poetry. To which is 
Added, A Collection of Proper Names f 
Perſons and Places in Great-Britain; with. * 
their Etymologies and Explications. The 
Whole digeſted into an Alphabetical Order; 
not only for the Information of the Igno 
rant, but the Entertainment of the Curious; 
and alſo the Benefit of Artificers, 'Tradef- 1 
men, Young Studenggrign Foreigners. A 1 

Work uſeful for as would underſtand - "al 
what they read ang kear;, ſpeak what they ll 
| He and write tri&Efghth. Collected by 


everal Hands, the Mathematical Part b 
G. Gordon, the Botanical by P. Miller. The 
Whole Revis'd and Improv'd, with many 1 4 | 
thopfand Additions Oy N. Batley, 2 3 
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